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Preface 
The insight and information that the reader will discover in the following pages con-
stitutes the main findings of the project entitled: 
International Educational Research in the 1990s: a Survey 
This project was funded under the accompanying measures of the Targeted Socio-
Economic Research (TSER) Programme of the Fourth Framework Programme. The 
purpose of the survey was to explore the research activities in the areas of education 
and vocational training undertaken by international organisations based in Europe. 
The survey seeks, on the one hand, to analyse the research policies of the organisations 
examined and to develop a typology of research policies and practices at the interna-
tional level in Europe. On the other hand, it seeks to identify trends in educational re-
search at the international level in the 1990s. 
This report, should not, however, be viewed in isolation. The aim of accompanying 
measures is to complement the work of the main TSER instruments of implementa-
tion. Over 160 collaborative activities - research projects and thematic networks -
have been funded under the TSER programme in response to three calls for proposals, 
which were published in the Official Journal of the European Communities in March 
1995, October 1996 and September 1997. The proposals selected for Community 
funding following these calls, were judged to be those that best addressed the TSER 
programme's objectives in three broad overlapping areas science and technology pol-
icy options, education and training, and social inclusion and exclusion. Furthermore, 
there is a high degree of complementarity and synergy between funded activities 
which we have sought to enhance further whenever possible. 
The activities funded under the TSER programme will continue to have an impact 
long after the end of the programme (December 1998). The TSER programme has laid 
the foundations for establishing an European research community in socio-economic 
sciences. It is now one of the key objectives of the Fifth Framework Programme to 
build on the progress made. 
Brussels, October 1999 
Achilleas Mitsos 
Director 
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Introduction 
The purpose of the survey is to explore the research activities in the areas of education 
and vocational training undertaken by international organisations based in Europe'. 
The survey seeks, on the one hand, to describe the research policies of the organisa-
tions examined and to develop a typology of research policies and practices at the in-
ternational level in Europe. It also seeks to identify trends in educational research at 
the international level in the 1990s. In particular, it examines the research activities in 
the area of education and training of the Organisation for the Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) and the Council of Europe2. 
Section One describes the organisations dealing with the various educational research 
activities and gives an overview of the institutions, the divisions, centres and bureaux 
within them with a view to identifying their goals and objectives in the field of edu-
cational research. It also explores the types of research activities they undertake dis-
tinguishing educational research activities at the international level according to their 
content and the way that the research is conducted. 
Section Two identifies current trends in educational research at the international level 
as they emerge from the research priorities of the organisations in question and the 
projects they have undertaken during the course of the 1990s. 
Finally, in Appendix I, a catalogue of selected publications and other documents, de-
tailing the results of some of the main research activities, is presented while Appendix 
II provides information on research activities presented in forms such as databases, 
bibliographies, and other reference work. 
An exception is made for the European Commission. Although very active in the field, the educational re-
search activities of DGXII, DGXXII, EYRYDICE and CEDEFOP do not form part of this survey. 
The organisations were contacted in June and July 1998 and the data collected refer to the activities un-
dertaken at the time. 

1 European Educational Research Organisations and 
Types of Research 
This section is divided in two parts. In the first part, the organisations examined by the 
survey, their general objectives and the units, divisions, institutes and bureaux operat-
ing within them are described. In addition, for each organisation, a brief synopsis of 
its activities is presented along with details regarding its educational research priori-
ties and objectives in the 1990s. In the second part, the research types identified in the 
educational research activities of the organisations in question are analysed. 
1.1 The Institutions' Objectives and Educational Research 
1.1.1 OECD 
The Paris-based Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development brings to-
gether 29 Member countries from the developed world offering governments the op-
portunity to debate, share experiences, and find solutions to common problems. Its 
fundamental mission is to create an opportunity for members to consult and co-oper-
ate with each other in order to achieve the greatest possible increases in economic 
growth and the social well being of their populations. These objectives are pursued 
through the encouragement of negotiated agreements and the promotion of legal codes 
in certain sectors. The OECD is designed as a forum for dialogue that allows for the 
broad and in-depth understanding required to deal with the problems of an increas-
ingly complex world. 
The OECD and Education 
The OECD's Directorate for Education, Employment, Labour and Social Affairs is 
concerned with the plethora of issues affecting education in today's changing world. 
The length of educational study is increasing, yet drop-out rates continue to be a sig-
nificant problem in OECD countries; the demand for skills is still growing thus plac-
ing low-skilled workers at the risk of low-wage, precarious jobs which provide little 
security. These workers need to attain the additional skills enabling their proper adap-
tation to society and the workforce. The increasing demand for education requires a 
more efficient use of resources. There is also a tendency towards assessing education 
on the basis of its outputs, and introducing changes in the management of schools. A 
growing number of decisions is taken at the local level with parents, social partners 
and local communities playing an increasingly important role. 
There are four complementary and co-ordinated units working on education within the 
Directorate: 
• The Education and Training Division 
• The Centre for Educational Research and Innovation (CERI) 
• The Institutional Management in Higher Education Programme (IMHE) 
• The Programme on Education Building (PEB) 
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Education and Training Division 
The Education and Training Division addresses the main policy interests of education 
ministers in Member countries and focuses on national educational policies. The Di-
vision's main research activities focus on the collection and compilation of interna-
tional statistics, national educational policy reviews, and thematic reviews on a case-
study basis in a small number of countries. 
Centre for Educational Research and Innovation (CERI) 
A governing board on which all the 29 member countries are represented directs the 
Centre for Educational Research and Innovation. CERI carries out studies and pro-
motes an international dialogue about education across OECD countries. As part of the 
OECD, it is a focal point for information and discussion on trends in education sys-
tems throughout the industrialised world. 
CERI has been active for nearly 30 years within the OECD and has carried out pro-
jects in many countries. It examines current and emerging issues in research and in-
novation in education and undertakes and supports research in the field. CERI is ac-
tive in developing co-operation between countries in educational research and 
innovation and aims to develop links between research, policy innovation and prac-
tice. Together with the Education and Training Division, the Centre has developed a 
series of indicators which provide insight into the various education systems and the 
costs and benefits of investment in education, within the context of cultural, social, 
economic and international change. The main methods employed by CERI are: 
• carrying out of studies on key educational issues, using a combination of its own 
staff and experts from around the world 
• hosting seminars and conferences to elaborate on issues and disseminate findings 
• helping to develop international indicators of education systems 
• helping to inform discussions between education ministers through the OECD com-
mittee system - including meetings of education ministers. 
Educational and training research during the first half of the 1990s was guided by the 
mandate adopted by the Ministers of Education of the OECD countries in 1990. The 
general theme of the mandate was 'High Quality Education and Training for All'. The 
priority themes outlined in Figure 1 were identified for the period 1992-1996 and 
guided educational research within both the Education and Training Division and the 
Centre for Educational Research and Innovation. 
Figure 1 OECD Priority Themes 1992-96 
• Effective, relevant education and training for all 
• Strategies for lifelong learning 
• Implications of the international dimension 
• Decision-making and resources - new partnerships 
• Improving the knowledge base and communication 
Source: OECD 
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The general guiding theme in the new mandate (1997-2001) adopted by the Ministers 
of Education is the promotion of lifelong learning for all. The Education Committee's 
current objectives and research priorities are now as follows: 
• to monitor and evaluate policies in an international setting 
• to strengthen the foundations of lifelong learning 
• to facilitate transitions through lifelong learning and work 
• to mobilise resources for lifelong learning 
• to rethink roles and responsibilities of governments and partners. 
In addition, CERI under the five-year (1997-2001) mandate aims to: 
• develop and analyse education statistics and indicators 
• identify and analyse key features of schooling for tomorrow 
• to conceptualise and analyse the role of Research and Development in education, 
learning economies and knowledge societies 
• identify significant innovations in education and evaluate 'what works' 
• analyse and evaluate educational and other innovative strategies for inclusion and 
social responsibility in education 
• analyse and clarify key trends and issues in the internationalisation of education. 
Programme on Institutional Management in Higher Education (IMHE) 
The Programme on Institutional Management in Higher Education (IMHE) was estab­
lished within the OECD framework in a period of higher education expansion. In light 
of the current OECD education mandate the main research objective of the IMHE is to 
explore and clarify major strategic management issues that higher education institutions 
could be facing in the coming years. Emphasis is given to the implications of the 'life­
long approach to learning' for the management of the higher education institutions. 
The IMHE membership includes institutions, government agencies and non-profit making 
organisations dealing with issues concerned with higher education management. Estab­
lished in 1969, IMHE monitors developments in higher education during periods of 
growth, retrenchment and reassessment. As a result of the growing expansion of higher ed­
ucation institutions and the increased heterogeneity of the student population, the issues of 
quality assurance, human resources, funding, and educational internationalisation move 
even more into the forefront of the policy debate. ΓΜΗΕ seeks to assist institutions, min­
istries and governments, through the sharing of information, experiences and expertise. 
The IMHE aims to promote the exchange of information and expertise in the man­
agement of higher education and to encourage new methods and approaches through 
the following activities: 
• research projects and studies to reach a better understanding from a global perspec­
tive of the challenges facing higher education management 
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• training opportunities to disseminate new ideas in management practice and work-
ing relationships among administrators and other experts in the field 
• information exchanges to broaden the network of communication within the higher 
education community via seminars, conferences and publications. 
The main research interests of the IMHE include: 
• problems of internal management of higher education institutions 
• relations between institutions and government 
• relations between institutions and the economic and social environment. 
Research papers and articles produced within IMHE projects are often presented ci-
ther in the form of books or in the IMHE periodical Higher Education Management 
published three times a year. 
Programme on Educational Building (PEB) 
The Programme on Educational Building (PEB) is an international programme pro-
moting the exchange of ideas, information, research and experience related to all as-
pects of educational infrastructure. Its members include national governments, state 
and provincial government and research organisations. 
The overriding concerns of the PEB are to ensure that the maximum educational ben-
efit is obtained from past and future investment in educational buildings and equip-
ment, and that the building stock is planned and managed in the most efficient way. 
The main themes of its work are: 
• improving the quality of educational buildings; 
• managing the physical resources for education; 
• change and its impact on educational facilities. 
The PEB under the 1997-2001 mandate adopted by its steering committee is focusing 
on the following themes: 
• facilities for the school of the future; 
• tertiary education: coping with demand; 
• strategics for managing the educational infrastructure; 
• improving effectiveness. 
The PEB publishes three times a year the PEB Exchange, thus disseminating infor-
mation, research, and international experience on issues related to educational infra-
structure. Research products and reports arc also made available in the form of books. 
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1.1.2 UNESCO 
UNESCO, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation was 
founded in 1945. Unlike the OECD, UNESCO is not restricted to industrialised coun-
tries and draws its membership of 186 countries from around the world. 
The main objective of UNESCO is to contribute to world peace and security by pro-
moling international collaboration through education, science, culture and communi-
cation. It aims to further universal respect for justice and the rule of law, human rights 
and fundamental freedoms, without discrimination due to racial, sexual, linguistic or 
religious considerations, as set out by the United Nations' Charter. 
UNESCO and Education 
Under its mandate, UNESCO is active in the five principal areas shown in Figure 2. 
Figure 2 Principal education activities carried out by UNESCO 
Prospective studies: what forms of education, science, culture and communica-
tion are needed for tomorrow's world? 
The advancement, transfer and sharing of knowledge: this relies primarily on 
research, training and teaching activities. 
Standard-setting action: the preparation and adoption of international instru-
ments and statutory recommendations. 
Expertise: provided to Member - States for their development policies and pro-
jects in the form of 'technical co-operation'. 
Exchange of specialised information 
Source: UNESCO 
Educational research, the pooling of resources and the exchange of ideas and research 
findings are at the core of UNESCO's involvement in educational matters. These tasks 
are performed at the headquarters of UNESCO, its specialised institutes and bureaux, 
and its Regional Offices. Educational research within UNESCO takes a variety of dif-
ferent forms: task forces, expert groups, and forums reflecting on the future of educa-
tion and producing guidelines for educational policy - action at both the national and 
the international levels. 
In addition, workshops, seminars and commissioned studies bring together national and 
international expertise and knowledge of issues relevant to the specific policy objectives 
of the UNESCO Education Programme. UNESCO also serves as a 'clearinghouse' and, 
in co-operation with experts from national authorities and other international agencies, 
collects world-wide educational data and develops international comparable knowledge 
bases for educational policy-making (e.g. statistics, databases, and international sur-
veys). Furthermore, it assists with the pooling of educational research results by pre-
senting them in World Education Conferences. UNESCO also provides support for the 
building of national research capacity building through a variety of means, including 
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support for co-operative mechanisms like transnational networks, the twinning of re-
search institutions, and the establishment of specialised university 'Chairs'. 
The educational research activities of UNESCO in the 1990s have been guided by 
what are known as 'Medium Term Plans'. The plans for the decade, agreed upon by 
Member States, are divided in two: the Third Medium-Term Plan covering the 1990-
1995 period and the Medium-Term Strategy covering the 1996-2001 period. 
The main objectives and specific actions of the Third Medium-Term Plan focus on 
three main themes: Basic Education for all, Education for the Twenty-First Century 
and Promoting and Supporting Educational Development. Details of the themes are 
given in Figure 3. 
Figure 3 Themes of the Third Medium-Term Plan of UNESCO 
Basic education for all: the promotion of 
- literacy and basic learning for adults 
- universal primary education for children 
- the learning abilities of young children 
Education for the Twenty-First Century 
- enhancing the humanistic, cultural and international dimension of education 
and the quality and relevance of higher education in a changing society 
- promoting education for: the quality of life, the world of work, science and 
technology 
Promoting and Supporting Educational Development 
- developing national capacities for effective educational policies and strate-
gies with special attention to the disadvantaged and disabled groups 
- promoting improved management and planning methods and techniques 
- harmonising strategies and methods used in the financing of education with 
the overall economic policies 
- improving the management of physical resources 
- enhancing innovation, technology and research 
- promoting the use of new information and communication technologies in 
education acting as an information clearing-house on educational matters 
Source: Third Medium-Term Plan (1990-1995), UNESCO 
The Medium Term Strategy, 1996-2001 centred its objectives and actions on the 
'Lifelong Learning for All' theme, as shown in Figure 4. 
In the study, the activities of units UNESCO based in Europe were examined, namely 
UNESCO Headquarters (Paris), the International Bureau of Education (Geneva), the 
UNESCO Institute for Education (Hamburg), and the International Institute for Edu-
cational Planning (Paris)3. 
Figure 4 Themes of the Medium-Term Strategy of UNESCO 
Lifelong Learning for All 
- promoting the responsiveness of education to the changing social demands 
and empowering individuals throughout their life 
- fostering access to lifelong learning for all 
- promoting learning without frontiers 
- developing and implementing forward-looking strategies for the renewal of 
education 
Promoting Basic Education for All 
- improving access to basic education for both children and adults 
- expanding learning opportunities and new delivery systems for special 
groups of learners (e.g. drop-outs) 
- improving the quality and relevance of education 
- re-examining pedagogical processes 
- improving learning achievement and monitoring the internal efficiency of 
various education systems 
- improving the quality of the learning environment 
Renovating Education Systems 
- promoting democratic citizenship values and updating curricular pro-
grammes for science and technology in secondary education 
- fostering partnerships between the education sector and world of work 
- encouraging the development of effective delivery systems and certification 
processes and mechanisms 
- reviewing the role of teachers in education 'without walls and frontiers' 
- encouraging the development of alternative forms of lifelong education and 
skills training programmes at the highest level of education and enhancing 
the role of higher education in the renewal of education systems 
Source: Medium-Term Strategy (1996-2001), UNESCO 
CEPES, the European Centre for Higher Education (Bucharest, Romania) is engaged in the design and 
implementation of programmes on higher education in Central and Eastern Europe. Research as such does 
not form part of its activities although a 'clearinghouse' function is carried out. 
The UNESCO Institute for Information Technologies in Education was set up in 1997 in Moscow. Its main 
task will be to contribute to the design and implementation of UNESCO' Programme regarding the ap-
plication of Information and Communication Technologies in Education. Among the main activities the 
collection, analyses, dissemination and exchange of information on the use of ICTs in education are in-
cluded. However, they are still in infancy and are not examined by the survey. Specialised UNESCO In-
stitutes, not based in the European Region include the International Research and Training Centre for Rur-
al Education (Baoding) and the International Institute for Peace and Capacity Building in Africa 
(Addis-Abada). Co-operation based on a special agreement takes place between UNESCO and the Inter-
national Literacy Institute at the University of Pennsylvania, Graduate School of Education in the US. 
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UNESCO Headquarters, Paris 
The UNESCO Headquarters in Paris has the overall responsibility for the implemen-
tation of the UNESCO work programme arising from the organisation's Medium Term 
Plans and Strategies. In addition, it is responsible for the formulation of proposals for 
appropriate future action. The internal structure and organisation of UNESCO Head-
quarters comprise a number of specialised divisions. These include the Division of Ba-
sic Education, Global Action Programme on Education for All, the Division for the 
Renovation of Secondary and Vocational Education, Division of Higher Education, 
the Division for the Reconstruction and Development of Education Systems, the Task 
Force on Education for the Twenty-first Century and the Division for Statistics4. 
The International Bureau of Education (IBE) 
The International Bureau of Education (IBE) was founded in 1925 and has been a UN-
ESCO centre for information and research in the field of comparative education since 
1969. It focuses on the reform of education curricula, contents, methods and materi-
als, with particular emphasis on human and civic values. 
The IBE has three main lines of activity, detailed in the Figure 5. 
Figure 5 Main activities undertaken by IBE 
Educational information and documentation: 
- to collect, process and store documentation and information concerning ed-
ucation 
- to maintain and develop an educational documentation and information cen-
tre and international library 
- to co-operate with Member-states in improving their national capacities in 
educational documentation and information 
- to provide technical assistance for the organisation of training programmes 
for those in charge of documentation and information centres in the field of 
education and promote the training of staff in the management of documen-
tation centres 
- to disseminate, through its publications, the results of surveys and studies, 
particularly on comparative education 
In 1998 the Division for Stalistics was developed into the UNESCO International Institute for Statistics 
with intellectual autonomy and administrative flexibility to enable it to face challenges and demands, and 
to improve the quality and policy-relevance of statistical information. 
Figure 5 Main activities undertaken by IBE (cont.) 
Comparative research in education 
This kind of activity deals with curricular content, teaching methods, teacher 
training and the relationships among school actors and the interactions between 
the school and its community It is oriented towards: 
- contributing to the advancement of scientific knowledge related to the edu-
cation process while keeping the target of helping concrete educational 
processes to become more effective 
- reinforcing national capacities to analyse educational problems and innovate, 
bearing in mind enhanced efficiency and equity of education systems 
Political dialogue among ministers of education 
This activity aims at the promotion of political dialogue in the field of educa-
tional policies. IBE provides: 
- a forum for debate on common concerns, to define political agreements, 
strategic approaches and normative instruments to the ministers of education 
in all countries 
Source: IBE 
Since 1998 the mandate of the IBE has been amended so that it functions as an Ob-
servatory, monitoring educational structures, contents and methods as detailed below: 
• producing up-to-date information on the main trends in educational development for 
use by decision-makers, researchers and trainers of trainers 
• implementing common programmes to collect and exchange information between 
the existing information and innovation networks, making greater use of new infor-
mation technologies 
• carrying out comparative analyses of educational structures, contents and methods, 
in co-operation with specialised institutions at both the national and international 
levels 
• training staff responsible for educational information and publishing the review 
Prospects and the Bulletin Innovations . 
The UNESCO Institute for Education (UIE) 
Established in 1951 and based in Hamburg, the UNESCO Institute for Education aims 
to make its contribution 'through analysing and enabling processes by which out-of-
school youth, as well as adults world-wide, can benefit from their right to learn and 
hence, enhance their quality of life '. The UIE works in close collaboration with its two 
sister institutions, the International Bureau of Education (IBE) in Geneva and the 
International Institute of Education Planning (HEP), Paris. 
The work of the UIE seeks to link research, policy-making and educational practice. 
On the assumption that research can only have a real impact if it involves the policy-
19 
maker and the practitioner, the research of the UIE is concerned with subjects such as 
educational policies and learning/teaching strategies. 
The activities of the UIE can be grouped under four main headings, namely 
• research programmes 
• training activities 
• documentation services 
• publications. 
The UIE, in its research activities during the 1990s has been committed to the devel­
opment and démocratisation of education in the way to lifelong learning. Work has fo­
cused on issues regarding various aspects of literacy, non­formal basic education and 
adult learning. 
In the new four­year mandate of the UIE (1998­2001), and within the UNESCO Medi­
um Term Strategy adopted by the Member States, research activity continues primar­
ily to analyse the different patterns emerging in the transition of national education 
systems toward lifelong learning. Work, still to be carried out in this area involves the 
development of relevant indicators. In addition, current and future work involves fol­
low­up activities in the area of adult education, including monitoring, and information 
gathering and dissemination. 
The International Institute for Educational Planning (HEP) 
The International Institute for Educational Planning in Paris, was established by UN­
ESCO in 1963. It is a centre for advanced training and research in the field of educa­
tional planning and administration. The HEP aims to contribute to education through­
out the world by expanding knowledge and by training professionals in this field. It 
acts as a forum for the exchange of ideas and concepts in educational planning and ad­
ministration. 
The HEP was created to: 
• train those responsible for the planning of education 
• research into important aspects of educational planning 
• disseminate new concepts, methods and techniques in this field. 
In short, the mission of the HEP is capacity building in educational policy­making, 
planning and management. Several strategies are used to achieve this, such as the 
training of educational planners and administrators and providing support to national 
training and research institutions. 
The main objective of the Institute's research and studies programme is 'to advance 
the understanding of the social, economic and political dynamics of educational de­
velopment and thus, contribute to a body of knowledge that is relevant to the tasks of 
planning the development and reform of education'. The priorities of UNESCO and 
the five­year HEP medium­term work plans guide research activities within ΠΕΡ. The 
priorities set for the 1990s are given in Figure 6. 
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Figure 6 Medium Term Plans o f HEP, 1990-2001 
Medium Term Plan 1990-1995 
- improving the quality of education 
- financing, management and administration of education 
- management of institutions of higher education 
- development of Human Resources 
- comparative Studies of Educational Planning Experiences 
Medium Term Plan 1996-2001 
- improving the quality of basic education 
- secondary education policies and strategies 
- meeting the needs of disadvantaged groups 
- promoting efficient educational organisation, management and financing 
Source: HEP 
1.1.3 Council of Europe 
The Council of Europe was founded in 1949 'to achieve a closer union among its 
members, safeguard and promote the ideal and principles that constitute its common 
heritage and to contribute to the economic and social progress of its members'. In or-
der to fulfil these objectives, the Council of Europe 'endeavours to achieve a signifi-
cant level of common action and analysis in the economic, social, cultural, scientific, 
juridical and administrative spheres'. The Council of Europe is also active in the pro-
motion and safeguarding of Human Rights. 
European Cultural Convention (ECC) - The Council of Europe and Education 
The European Cultural Convention (ECC) was singed in 1954 in order 'to safeguard 
European Culture, and affirm the European common identity while recognising its va-
riety'. The ECC promotes the study of European languages, history and civilisation as 
ways to combating nationalism and intolerance. Basically intergovernmental in struc-
ture, the Convention is also open to non-governmental organisations such as govern-
ing bodies of universities and sporting organisations. Two of its four specialised com-
mittees relate to education. These are the Education Committee and the Higher 
Education and Research Committee. 
Educational research in the Council of Europe is characterised by a number of activities: 
• the pooling of international educational results through a series of international 
workshops and symposia; 
• the organisation of national and international seminars, conferences and expert's 
group meetings; 
• the commissioning of studies. 
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The topics covered by the educational research activities stem from the major projects 
run by the related units i.e. the Education Committee, the Higher Education and Re-
search Committee, and the European Centre for Modern Languages. 
The Education Committee 
The Education Committee aims 'to promote human rights and fundamental freedoms 
and to strengthen pluralist democracy through education. In doing so, it brings the 
peoples of Europe closer together so as to establish greater mutual understanding and 
confidence. To this end, it also supports European governments and citizens to meet 
the challenges facing our societies'. 
The activities of the Education Committee centre on the following themes: 
• major projects on school, higher and adult education 
• the pooling of ideas, experience and research results 
• promoting links and exchanges and developing new partnerships and networks 
• recognising educational qualifications all over Europe 
• publishing practical studies and handbooks for policy-makers and educators 
• co-operating with other European institutions and non-governmental organisations. 
The major objectives of the Education Committee include educational research as an 
integral part. To that end, the projects undertaken in the 1990s have included: 
• Modern Languages Project: Language Learning for European Citizenship 
• Educational Assistance Programmes for the New Democracies 
• A Secondary Education for Europe 
• European Dimension in Secondary Education 
• Democratic Security, Social Cohesion and Educational Policies 
• Democracy, Human Rights and Minorities: Educational and Cultural Aspects 
• In-service Training of Teachers Programme 
• School Links and Exchanges 
Current work is focusing on: 
• Modern Languages Project: Language Policies for a Multilingual and Multicultural 
Europe 
• Education for Democratic Citizenship 
• Teaching History In Schools 
Higher Education and Research Committee (CC-HER) 
The main task of the Higher Education and Research Committee (CC-HER) is 'the 
promotion and development of European higher education on the basis of common de-
mocratic principles and the values of the European university heritage'. These include 
freedom of learning, teaching and research, and the self-government of academic in-
stitutions within a democratic society. 
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The following major projects have been carried out in the course of the last decade: 
• Access to Higher Education in Europe 
• Reform in Higher Education in Central and Eastern Europe 
• Academic Mobility 
• Major European University Problems 
• Research in Higher Education 
In 1997 the CC- HER was re-organised and its activities were simplified in three 'pil-
lars'. Details of the projects currently underway are given in Figure 7. 
Figure 7 Details of the current research projects of the CC-HER 
Building the University of Tomorrow: Policy and Practice for Higher Educa-
tion in Europe: 
- the research mission of the university 
- recognition of qualifications and mobility of students 
- regional co-operation in higher education 
- Lifelong Learning for social cohesion: a new challenge to higher education 
Higher Education for a Democratic Society 
- The social sciences and the challenge of transition 
- European Studies for democratic citizenship 
Council for the Renewal of Higher Education in the New member countries 
- Legislative Reform Programme for Higher Education and Research 
Source: Council of Europe 
European Centre for Modern Languages 
The European Centre for Modern Languages was set up in 1994 to seek solutions to 
the specific challenges language teaching will face in the coming years and which will 
play a decisive role in the process of European integration. To that end, it acts as a fo-
rum in which educational policy-makers meet with language teaching methodology 
specialists to discuss these issues. 
The aim of the Gratz-based Centre is 'to offer a platform and meeting place for offi-
cials responsible for language policy, specialists in didactics, teacher trainers, text-
book authors and other multipliers in the area of modern languages'. It does this 
through the organisation of workshops, seminars and an annual colloquium. The Cen-
tre's mission is 'to assist in the implementation of language policies and to promote 
innovative approaches to the learning and teaching of modern languages. It also seeks 
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to promote the dissemination of good practice in language teaching and learning at 
all levels of education from primary to higher education, and to contribute to the re-
spect and reinforcement of linguistic diversity in a multilingual, multicultural, demo-
cratic and tolerant Europe'. Although it clearly has a pan-European role, focus 
during the initial stages of operation is on the critical needs of the countries of Central 
and Eastern European countries. 
The strategic objectives of the Centre are to: 
• focus on the practice of learning and teaching modern languages 
• promote dialogue and exchange of views among the various actors in the field 
• train multipliers 
• support programme-related networks and research projects 
Figure 8 European Centre for Modern Languages. Objectives of the 
medium-term programme of activities, 1995 
autonomous learning and training in the area of modern languages 
implementation of information and communication technologies, and the 
themes 
learning to learn'and lifelong education 
interculturality and authenticity 
aspects of language policy in Europe 
teacher training and development and curriculum reform 
dissemination of good practice in workshop management and delivery 
dissemination of results and management of effective networking and follow-up 
activities 
Source: European Centre for Modern Languages, Council of Europe 
The specific objectives of the Centre's medium-term programme of activities set in 
1995 include those detailed in Figure 8 
1.2 Types of Educational Research at the International Level 
Research at the international level takes many different forms. Various types of re-
search can be identified, differentiated according to the content and approaches. The 
organisations examined in section 1.2 have adopted different types of research 
according to their membership, goals and priorities. 
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1.2.1 Content of Research 
With respect to content, research can be classified under one of four headings: 
• Basic educational research 
• Policy-oriented research 
• Internationally comparable knowledge base for policy-making 
• Enhancing national research capacity 
In Basic educational research, economic developments, labour market changes, social 
and technological transformations are examined along with their implications for 
education and educational policy-making. 
In Policy - oriented research, the focus is on issues relating to the development and 
assessment of education policies with a view to identifying and disseminating good 
practise. Policy-oriented research takes the form of overall national education poli-
cy reviews, national reviews of specific topics or thematic reviews where a specific 
policy-related issue is selected and a joint review is conducted in a sample of coun-
tries. 
The development of internationally comparable knowledge bases for policy-
making involves the collection, elaboration, development and dissemination of 
comparable information on various aspects of education with a view to increas-
ing the knowledge bases for educational policy-making, planning, research and 
practise. 
- Statistics on education: provide an invaluable, tool allowing the comparison of data 
from various countries and facilitating the 'following-up' of policies. 
- Petformance Indicators: increase the transparency of education and training sys-
tems thus aiding the comparison and evaluation of educational policies and strate-
gies 
- Compilation of databases on educational topics: provides access to all important 
data for researchers and practitioners. In addition, the accumulation of internation-
al databases increases the knowledge base, allows comparative approaches and pro-
vides the impetus for new research. 
- International Surveys: the collection, compilation, and potential dissemination of 
international survey data allows a fuller picture to be gained of differences between 
various countries. 
Enhancing National Research Capacity arises when an international organisation pro-
vides technical and/or financial support for regional or subregional co-operative 
mechanisms with a view to pooling resources, exchanging research findings, and 
adapting research strategies to regional and national conditions. Such mechanisms 
may include research networks, twinning of research institutes, the UNESCO interna-
tional Chair programme, support for conferences, research projects, and research 
training activities and so on. 
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Tables 1 presents the main types of research that each of the organisations examined 
undertakes. 
Table 1. Types of Research Carried out by the Various Organisations 
Research Type 
Organisation 
UNESCO, 
Paris 
UNESCO, 
IBE 
UNESCO, 
UIE 
UNESCO, 
HEP 
OECD, ETD 
OECD, CERI 
OECD, PEB 
OECD, IMHE 
Council of 
Europe 
Policy-Oriented 
Research 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
Basic Educalional 
Research 
X 
X 
X 
Knowledge-Base 
for 
Policy-Making 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
Enhancing 
National 
Research Capacity 
X 
X 
X 
X 
1.2.2 Approaches to Research 
Research is approached in a number of ways depending on the emphasis sought. 
Hence, there is research approached through: 
• Workshops and Symposia 
• Seminars, Forums and Conferences 
• Studies and Monographs 
• 'Clearinghouse' Function 
Workshops and Symposia facilitate the exchange of knowledge, information and ideas 
through consultation and collaboration. They bring together, national experts or ex-
perts in a particular field. As regards national experts, such groupings allow a focused 
examination on the issues a particular country is facing. In international groupings as-
sembling the experts in the field the exchange of information, stemming from differ-
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ent private and national experience facilitates a more comparative, international, 
approach to research. 
Research conducted through seminars, forums and conferences brings together top 
level expertise from all around the world usually in larger numbers than workshops. 
Studies and Monographs commissioned by the various organisations in question or 
conducted by outside consultants. 
In addition, there can be a mixture of both in-house and externally commissioned stud-
ies with the main organisations adopting a 'clearinghouse' function whereby infor-
mation collected by those outside (e.g. national authorities) is synthesised and 
disseminated. 
The three organisations examined by the survey adopt all the above-mentioned 
approaches to research, although with varying emphasis. 
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2 Trends in Educational Research at the International level 
This section explores the research activities on education and training undertaken by 
the OECD, UNESCO and the Council of Europe over the last decade. It also identi-
fies emerging trends in educational research at the international level in the 1990s. A 
number of overarching themes can be discerned in the research undertaken, namely 
• The knowledge society and lifelong learning 
• Technological change, the information society and the implications for education 
• Social exclusion, equality, democracy 
• The education-employment interface 
• Internationalisation and European integration 
• Improvement of international knowledge base for policy-making 
• School curricula and reform 
• Governance, planning, management and infrastructure 
2.1 The Knowledge Society and Lifelong Learning 
The perspective of a lifelong learning society increasingly emerges as the guiding 
theme in the educational research activities of all three organisations examined. The 
specific research projects undertaken address different aspects of the lifelong 
approach to learning in order to meet the challenges of the knowledge-based society 
and support the exchange of information and experiences. 
OECD 
The OECD Education and Training Division has focused on the resourcing of lifelong 
learning. This has included the allocation of funds at the different levels of education, 
their efficiency, together with alternative sources of funding, accountability and re-
distributive effects of funding. Current policies and practices for financing the lifelong 
approach to learning have also been examined. There is a current focus on the poten-
tial costs and benefits of a lifelong approach to learning and research aims to identify 
strategies for increasing the rates of return by strengthening investment incentives and 
by lowering costs. 
Research in this area also has focused on the monitoring and assessment of progress 
made by OECD countries in the implementation of lifelong learning strategies. It 
aimed to develop an appropriate conceptual and policy framework for assessing 
progress on lifelong learning, to evaluate existing sources for qualitative and quanti-
tative information on lifelong learning strategies, to develop new information on life 
skills, and to prepare a synthesis of key issues for future attention. Another area under 
investigation has been the practise and experiences of different countries in relation to 
the sharing of roles and responsibilities between central, intermediate and local levels 
of government and with other interested parties such as enterprises, labour unions, 
teachers, learners and families5. 
Lifelong Learning for All, OECD, 1996 
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The Education and Training Division pays particular attention to key groups in the 
lifelong learning perspective, notably teachers and adult learners. In particular, the 
role played by the in-service training of teachers in effectively equipping them for the 
changing mission of education from a Life Long Learning perspective have also been 
under examination. The issues explored include the changing skills and qualifications 
required for the teaching profession, mobility between teaching and other occupa-
tions, the teachers' role at the interface classroom and other learning situations, finan-
cial and non- financial incentives for teachers. 
The learning needs of adults are also being investigated" with specific attention to both 
the poorly and the highly qualified7. Studies include the examination of curricula, 
teaching and learning methods for adults undertaking learning in institutions as well 
as workplace practices and job-related training. The development of relevant indica-
tors is under consideration and surveys of human resource practices are to be con-
ducted. Adults and their learning needs is also the subject of the International Adult 
Literacy Survey. The aim of the survey is to collect comparable information on the lit-
eracy profiles of the population of individual OECD countries8. It is also designed to 
collect data regarding participation in adult education, continuing vocational training, 
enterprise-based training, and informal learning in a variety of settings. To this end, 
measures of life skills have also been developed'' and an International Life Skills Sur-
vey is carried out. This includes skill domains such as literacy, numeracy, problem-
solving, co-operation in teams and information technology literacy10. Age samples 
range from 16 and 65 years of age with special emphasis on the 16-24 age group. 
The Centre for Educational Research and Innovation (CERI) is also focusing on the 
relationships between the demand for education and training throughout the life-cycle 
and the supply of programmes by educational institutions, governments and compa-
nies. It seeks to identify preconditions for the development of lifelong learning cul-
tures with particular attention to adult learners and special reference to marginalised 
groups and the unemployed. 
Teachers, as key-players in the educational and learning process, have also been put 
under scrutiny by CERI as it examined the strategies employed for the improvement 
of teacher and school quality including, their effects on teachers". It also aimed to 
identify conditions for the success of relevant strategies and examined trends in the 
composition of the teaching profession and the evolving concept of teacher quality. 
School-based and teacher-oriented case studies were conducted together with reviews 
of the evolution of the teaching profession and the investigation and identification of 
trends in in-service training and professional development12. Moreover, CERI sought 
Adult Illiteracy and Economic Performance, OECD, 1992 
Continuing Professional Education of Highly Qualified Personnel, OECD 
Literacy, Economy and Society: Results of the First International Adult Literacy Survey, OECD, 1995 
Adult Learning in a New Technological Era, OECD, 1996 
"Literacy Skills for the Knowledge Society, OECD, 1997 
' Quality in Teaching , OECD, 1994 
; Staying Ahead: In-service Training and Teacher Professional Development, OECD 
30 
to describe similarities and differences in the advancement of teachers' own practices 
towards more active learning for their pupils. In addition, the identification of effec-
tive conditions under which active learning methods can be used by both teachers and 
pupils was also sought' . 
Under its current mandate CERI aims to explore ways for integrating education, learning 
and knowledge in urban and regional development. Three specific issues are to be ad-
dressed in this activity: First, the competitiveness and social cohesion of learning cities 
and regions are to be examined; second, an analysis is to be undertaken of the partnership 
between the private sector, city and regional authorities and learning and knowledge ac-
tors; third, an evaluation and potential indicators for learning cities and regions is to be 
carried out. This activity is part of the broader CERI objective of analysing and concep-
tualising key features of infrastructure and the process of production, and mediation and 
the use of knowledge in learning economies and knowledge societies. 
Two additional activities have also been launched under this objective. The first investi-
gates key issues relevant to the development of a knowledge-base for education in learn-
ing societies. Thus, high-level forums are designed to study the current state-of the-art in 
brain research and its potential relevance to education as well as the state-of-the-art in re-
search for new definitions and typologies of knowledge in learning societies and 
economies. In addition, the development of new indicators of innovations in the learning 
economy and education is under consideration. The second activity focuses on the role of 
educational Research and Development (R&D) and explores, by means of country 'mini-
reviews', the ways that educational R&D systems respond to new challenges. 
The Programme on Institutional Management of Higher Education (IMHE) currently 
explores the regional and local needs in the lifelong learning perspective and the re-
sponses made by higher education institutions. These challenges invoke the need for 
a redefinition of the mission of the University and its relationship to other institutions 
and partners. Hence, the IMHE aims at identifying the key issues and good approach-
es to those needs. 
The Programme on Educational Buildings (PEB) focuses on the educational facilities 
for lifelong learning in the community. In particular, it examines the extent to which 
educational facilities can develop into 'community learning centres'. It also intends to 
explore how new managing partnerships and funding arrangements may influence the 
way educational buildings are designed and used in order to serve the needs of those 
involved with lifelong learning opportunities. 
UNESCO 
The UNESCO Institute for Education (UIE) has, also explored issues in relation with 
lifelong learning and the development of knowledge societies. It has particularly fo-
cused on different aspects of literacy, non-formal education and adult learning. Effec-
The Teacher Today. Tasks, conditions, policies, OECD, 1990 
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tive ways for the development of literacy skills have been a key focus and the UIE has 
examined and assessed different ways in which people can either acquire or further de-
velop basic skills at home, at work or in their communities. Specific studies carried 
out under this theme have addressed and investigated issues including self-learning 
and 'inter-learning' methods (e.g. peer-tutoring); the monitoring and evaluation of 
non-formal approaches contributing to primary basic education14; language and litera-
cy (with emphasis on the use of local languages in formal and non-formal basic and 
adult education); approaches to literacy education in industrialised countries with ref-
erence to cultural development strategies, the world of work and cultural minorities; 
the expansion of learning opportunities for women; literacy programmes for adults; 
literacy and active citizenship; analysis of national literacy skills assessments; eco-
logical approaches to basic education; and a comparative study of bullying and school 
violence. 
Adult and continuing education has been a long-standing concern of the UIE. En-
deavours in this area during the 1990s have centred on a five-year project (1990-1995) 
on the updating of the information base on adult education throughout the world. The 
specific studies carried out within this activity have addressed a range of issues relat-
ing to adult education including participation in adult education in various countries'5; 
national policies and strategies for the development of adult education'6; a survey of 
innovations in adult education17; research trends in adult education and adult literacy; 
adult learning in its cultural context18; policies on relations between governmental and 
non-governmental organisations in adult learning; adult learning and the informal sec-
tor'"; and macro-changes and their impact on adult learning for women. 
In the new four-year mandate (1998-2001) of the UIE (and within the UNESCO Medi-
um-Term Strategy adopted by the Member States), research activity focuses primari-
ly on the analysis of the different patterns emerging as national education systems 
move towards the 'lifelong learning' approach. It also includes the investigation of is-
sues in relation to the ways in which initial education relates to the lifelong approach 
to learning, the role and impact of different learning environments as well as the so-
cio-cultural conditions determining access and participation to lifelong learning. 
Pending work in this area includes the development of related indicators as well as fol-
low-up activities in the area of adult education including monitoring, information 
gathering and dissemination. Finally, the UIE aims to reinforce national research ca-
pacities by means of supporting and enhancing national expertise in selected areas. 
These areas include international understanding, democracy and creative citizenship; 
'genderisation' of adult education policies; reviewing programmes and strategies con-
cerned with adult learning and literacy among indigenous communities and minorities 
Non-conventional Approaches to Education at the Primary Level, UIE, 1990 
The Emergence of Learning Societies: Who Participates in Adult Learning? UIE, 1997 
New Patterns of Adult Learning: A Six Country Comparative Study, UIE, 1997 
Making a Difference: Innovations in Adult Education, UIE 
Learning to Survive: Exploring Linkages Between Adult Education and Survival, UIE 
Sharpening our Tools: Improving Evaluation in Adult and Non-Formal Education, UIE, 1997 
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in the context of both full citizenship and cultural identity, and the diversity of cultur-
al contexts; and the promotion of local adult literacy. 
The International Institute for Educational Planning (HEP) has also implemented re-
search projects on adult literacy programmes focusing particularly on the analysis of 
specific national experiences of developing countries in implementing such projects 
(e.g. Kenya, Tanzania)20. A review of the literature on the effects and impact of litera-
cy has been carried out and assessed the quality of related materials. In addition the 
HEP has conducted a comparative study on the current progress of research on life-
long education in selected highly industrialised countries. 
Council of Europe 
The Higher Education and Research Committee of the Council of Europe initiated a 
project in 1998 aimed at redefining the role of higher education institutions as their 
traditional mission is extended into lifelong learning. The objective is to produce op-
erational lifelong learning strategies for the higher education systems. The project in-
volves the development of a conceptual framework and terminology for lifelong learn-
ing within higher education. Work is focusing particularly on the redefinition of the 
mission of the university in the context of lifelong learning, the needs of all students 
in a changing society, the structures and qualifications in lifelong learning, and the 
application of new technologies in lifelong learning. 
The Council of Europe Education Committee has shown an interest in social change 
and adult education matters. The focus is on the setting up of a European network of 
adult education projects so as to facilitate the exchange of information, to identify in-
novations, and disseminate good practise. A number of studies, conferences, work-
shops and seminars looking at education, training, learning and jobs, and the role ed-
ucation can play in the prevention of unemployment have been organised conducted. 
Efforts have concentrated on exchanges of information in projects aimed at combat-
ing unemployment, the new possibilities to help adults define themselves in the chang-
ing professional and social world, the training of adult educators, the question of adult 
education within the educational system, and the participation of older adults in 
society21. 
Building upon the above work, the research framework has been broadened. Several 
themes are being analysed more deeply and workshops to explore them are being con-
ducted. Research that is being carried out within the framework of the project 'Edu-
cation for European Citizenship' aims to explore and develop definitions of democra-
tic citizenship in the diverse environment of Europe. It also seeks to identify the skills 
needed to practice such citizenship, to explore the educational experience needed to 
The Functioning and Effects of the Tanzanian Literacy Programme, HEP, 1991 
Adult Education in Member Countries, Council of Europe, 1994 
Growing Old Differently, Council of Europe 
Towards an Active, Responsible Citizenship, Council of Europe 
Adult Education at the Council of Europe 1960-1993- Challenging the Future, Council of Europe, 1994 
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learn these skills, and to develop guidelines describing the conditions required to prac-
tice democratic citizenship. Workshops examine new forms of employment; partici-
pation and partnership; development and the community; inter-cultural integration; as 
well as the legislative and policy issues ensuing from these relationships. 
2.2 Technological Change, the Information Society and the 
Implications for Education 
New information and communication technologies (ICT) set new challenges for edu-
cation and educational policy-making. The organisations explored in this survey have 
responded to the challenge by addressing a range of issues related to education and the 
information society. 
OECD 
CERI has launched several research projects to study the impact of ICT on education-
al systems in relation to teaching and learning processes, curricula, the role and func-
tions of teachers, and education and learning institutions. In addition, CERI seeks to 
review and analyse policy developments and overall strategies in member countries in 
connection with the introduction of new information technologies in education. It also 
aims to identify issues related to the implementation of policy strategies with special 
attention to software, teacher training, evaluation and R&D. Special attention is given 
to tertiary level education. The rapidly changing skills required in the service sector as 
a result of technological change have also been investigated. Emphasis was given on 
the adult learner and the business/education partnerships with special attention paid to 
the functional illiteracy of adults". Building upon the above mentioned work, CERI 
has investigated ways in which computing, video and telecommunications can help re-
spond in the most cost-effective way, to the challenge of providing all adults with a 
high-quality education. It examined public and private strategies in providing new de-
livery systems, significant cases of new delivery systems at the institutional level, and 
compared them with conventional education. Particular attention was given to adult 
learners and issues of cost-effectiveness, access and participation". 
Under the current mandate ( 1997-2001 ) CERI work in the area of ICT and education 
focuses on the identification of key features of schooling for tomorrow. Particular at-
tention is given to innovations involving changes in the use of technology, space, hu-
man resources and time, the relationship between schools and the outside work, the 
use or conceptualisation of knowledge, and schooling ethos"4. A major activity 
currently underway aims to identify and refine possible scenarios, changes and 
the methodological tool-kit for understanding the school of the future. In addition, the 
following issues arc also being explored: the development of criteria for assessing 
the quality of educational software in different subjects and levels of schooling; the 
Adult Learning and Technology in OECD Countries, OECD, 1996 
Information Technology and the Future of Post-Secondary Education, OECD, 1996 
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establishment of partnerships in the software market in the form of consultative 
groups; and enhancing the understanding of the impact ofinformation and communi-
cation technologies on student learning. 
The Education and Training Division is currently focusing on the policy implications 
of the new modes of learning provision offered by the new information and commu-
nication technologies. It seeks to explore a wide range of emerging issues, including 
institutional organisation, financing and cost-effectiveness, access and equity, struc-
ture of educational qualifications and standards, certification and recognition, peda-
gogy, and leaching and learning. 
The IMHE has explored the strategic relevance of information technologies for the 
management of higher education institutions. More specifically it examined the state-
of-the-art in information technology in European higher education. It identifies the po-
tential of information technology, its impact on higher education development and 
management issues arising for institutional decision makers and structures. At the on-
set, main topics of study included teaching and the learning process, research, admin-
istration, management, libraries and general information technology management 
issues25. Subsequently, the IMHE focused on specific topics such as the executive 
information systems, student owned computing, the changing role of the computer 
centre, financing information technology for student provision, and network services 
in and between universities26. 
The work of the PEB in this area seeks to analyse the implications stemming from the 
introduction and use of new information technologies in connection with medium 
term planning, and the design and management of educational infrastructure27. Sunse-
quently, changes in the ways in which facilities are designed and used were explored28. 
Under the current mandate, continuing work in this area aims to explore the way in 
which the demand and use of space in educational institutions is likely to be influenced 
and changed by the introduction of individualised teaching and personal computers in 
schools. Developments in information technology, the increased demand for higher 
education and the changes in teaching methods have led to the transformation in the 
use of libraries and learning resource centres. As such, the PEB is currently examin-
ing these factors in order to identify any improvements and adaptations that will have 
to be made. 
2.3 Social Exclusion, Equality, and Democracy 
In a period of rapid technological and economic change greater emphasis is placed on 
issues concerned with disadvantage and equity. The organisations examined in this 
Managing Information Strategies in Higher Education, OECD, 1996 
Information Technology: Issues for Higher Education Management, OECD, 1994 
New Technology and its Impact on Educational Buildings, OECD, 1992 
Schools for Today and Tomorrow: An International Compendium of Exemplary Educational Facilities, 
OECD, 1996 
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survey have directed their research activities around the role of education and educa-
tion policies in combating social exclusion and promoting social cohesion and equity. 
OECD 
The Education and Training Division of the OECD has addressed issues such as ac-
cess, participation and equity aiming to identify any outstanding problems. National 
reports have been produced providing information on policies and programmes of 
member countries facilitating access and participation and achieving greater equity in 
educational systems. A synthesis report was produced identifying key issues for fur-
ther attention2'. In addition, the Education and Training Division examined national 
initiatives directed at overcoming the persistent problem of school failure and high 
dropout rales and developed a typology of successful approaches. It also explored al-
ternative strategies for preparing very young children for entry into formal schooling 
with specific attention to policy approaches aimed at overcoming disadvantage'0. Cur-
rently it is focusing on the analysis and assessment of the evidence regarding the short 
and long-term effects of the various approaches used in different countries. 
CERI has addressed several issues under this theme and has focused in particular on 
those groups identified as being at risk31. Through an in-depth analysis of case studies, 
CERI strives to clarify, describe and evaluate the strategics employed for the improve-
ment of educational practice and the transition to work for the children and youth at risk, 
as well as to identify successful innovations. In addition, it investigates programmes and 
approaches in regular schools which have been successful in integrating disabled chil-
dren'2. Analyses of selected case studies also aimed to identify the conditions of suc-
cessful practices, analyse organisational and practical factors relevant to effectiveness, 
assess relative cost-effectiveness, and consider the role of external support system and 
the training of teachers and other related professionals". Subsequently, CERI sought to 
analyse the general conditions necessary for the effective involvement of disabled per-
sons in tertiary education with a view to identify and disseminate examples of good prac-
tice. CERI also explored and evaluated effective policies for the transition from school 
to working life for young disabled people and their families . The main objective was to 
identify cost-effective integrated practices in the school locality and to examine the need 
for the integration of all services for disabled pupils and their families. Emphasis was 
placed on strategies for inter-agency planning and co-ordination. In particular, CERI 
sought to describe and evaluate policy and integrated practices that involve education, 
medical and social services at the school and school district levels . 
Education and Equity in OECD countries, OECD, 1997 
Integrating Students with Special Need into Mainstream Schools, OECD, 1995 
Our Children at Risk, OECD, 1995 
Disabled Youth: From School to Work, OECD, 1991 
The Integration of Disabled Children into Mainstream Education: Ambitions, Theories and Practices, 
OECD, 1994 
Under One Roof-The Integration of Schools and Community Services in OECD Countries, OECD, 1998 
Integrating Services for Children at Risk: Denmark, France, Netherlands, Sweden, UK (England, Wales), 
OECD, 1996 
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Under its series of studies in innovation ('What Works in Education'), CERI examined, 
on the one hand, the measures promoting greater choice of schools for parents and 
pupils and their impact on school performance and educational opportunity. It also 
looked at ways in which schools are assessed in different countries and the implications 
of these differences. In the What Works series, work has also focused on innovative po-
lices or approaches enabling families and schools to co-operate effectively36. Work un-
der this theme also looks at the potential for the improvement of educational outcomes 
for children belonging to ethnic and linguistic minorities. To that end, CERI sought to 
analyse significant innovations that were introduced in schools with cultural and 
linguistic minorities among their pupils, and to identify the conditions for success". 
The current work of CERI in this area aims to analyse and evaluate educational and other 
innovative strategies for inclusion and social responsibility in education in an attempt to 
improve understanding of social exclusion of children and young adults during the course 
of their education and transition to work . Particular attention is given to the disabled in 
secondary and post secondary education, and to the disadvantaged in their community 
context3'. Two activities are currently underway that involve monitoring and evaluation 
of the policy developments in support of children and young people at risk, and the iden-
tification and evaluation of strategies to include disabled persons in the labour market. 
The PEB has focused on the integration of the disabled in mainstream education and 
the implications for educational buildings. In particular, it initially explored the im-
plications for the planning, design, location, cost and management of educational 
buildings. Subsequently, it concentrated on the changes in the design of educational 
facilities in a sample number of countries. 
Council of Europe 
The Council of Europe has addressed the issue of access to higher education empha-
sising the critical importance of a highly educated workforce to the economic future 
of member countries and reflecting the Council's concern on equity, individual needs 
and the prevention of exclusion. A series of workshops examined access and partici-
pation40 in education'"; admission systems42; articulation between secondary and high-
er education43; financial barriers to higher education44; foreign students and their 
Successful Services for our Children and Families at Risk , OECD, 1996 
One School, Many Cultures, OECD, 1989 
Multicultural Education, OECD, 1987 
Implementing Inclusive Education, OECD, 1997 
Post-compulsory Education for Disabled People, OECD, 1997 
Access for Under-represented groups , Council of Europe 
Participation Trends in Access to Higher Education, Council of Europe 
Access to Higher Education in Europe, Certification of School-leaving Qualifications in the Context of 
Access to Higher Education in Europe, Council of Europe 
Comparative Study of Admissions Systems, Council of Europe,1996 
Trends in the Organisation and Content of Upper Secondary Education in Europe within the Articulation 
Between Secondary and Higher Education , Council of Europe 
Financial Obstacles to Higher Education , Council of Europe 
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particular needs45; guidance, and counselling. In addition, it examined the educational 
and cultural aspects regarding the management of diversity in a democratic society 
with a view to produce guidelines, for government use, on educational and cultural 
rights. The issues examined included strategies for the development of civic education 
at the primary and secondary level6, an analysis of the issue of minorities and their 
place in history teaching and textbooks, 'education for a democratic citizenship', as 
well as issues of identity and history and the right to heritage and education. The 
workshops organised explored a series of case studies and produced an inventory of 
the most useful teaching tools for education on the above issues. Current work under-
taken by the Education Committee of the Council of Europe involves the investigation 
and analysis of issues related to democratic security, social cohesion and educational 
policies. Under this broad framework the research activity focuses on violence in the 
school, the impact of new technologies in schools and current problems in educational 
reforms. 
UNESCO 
The IBE (in co-operation with UNICEF) has also focused on the collection, systéma-
tisation and elaboration of information on repeating years at school, at a global level47. 
In addition, emphasising the role teachers can play in quality intercultural education, 
IBE analysed the development, in certain countries, of the training of teachers who 
will work in a multicultural context48. Furthermore, it focused on bullying and vio-
lence at schools and strove to clarify culturally common and culture-specific charac-
teristics regarding victimisation experiences in schools and to make suggestions for 
the reinforcement of prevention and /or intervention programmes 9. 
The HEP current mandate (1996-2001) focuses on the strategic requirements for edu-
cational planning in order to meet the needs of disadvantaged groups. The themes to 
be dealt with include violence in schools, the impact of new technologies, and chal-
lenges of science education. 
2.4 The Education-Employment Interface 
OECD 
The Education and Training Division aimed to identify shortcomings in the education 
and training of the labour force in OECD countries and to explore possible remedies. 
<5 Recognition of Higher Education Qualifications: Challenges for the Next Decade, Council of Europe, 
1996 
* Teaching About Society, Passing on Values - Elementary Law in Civic Education, Council of Europe, 
1993 
Primary School Repetition: A Global Perspective, IBE 
" Teacher training for multicultural education in favour of democracy and sustainable development: the 
territorial approach , IBE, 1994 
An Integrated model for teacher training in multicultural contexts, IBE, 1994 
Violence at School: Global Issues and Interventions, IBE 1997 
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Among the issues covered by national studies were the educational achievement of the 
labour force, the overall training provision and arrangements, the assessment and cer-
tification of skills and competencies, and the role of collective bargaining50. Case stud-
ies on industry training in selected countries were also conducted51. 
Subsequently, the OECD investigated the effectiveness of vocational training and techni-
cal education and training in the OECD countries. It sought to identify necessary changes 
in the vocational and technical education linkages with the general educational system on 
one hand, and the labour market on the other52. It also explored curriculum issues; the role 
of teachers, trainers and instructors; access to vocational and technical education by dif-
ferent groups of young people and adults; as well as emerging trends of differentiation 
between types of vocational education at the secondary and post secondary levels. 
Furthermore, it examined progress made and problems encountered in the develop-
ment of systems, procedures, and frameworks for the assessment and recognition of 
skills and competencies. These problems become more important in the development 
of lifelong learning and recurrent education programmes. Work also included the in-
vestigation of the actual and potential role of such systems in collective bargaining and 
the role of various actors in that. 
Moreover, it aimed to improve the information base concerning young people's choic-
es and routes through education and into employment; clarify the roles, possibilities 
and limits of general and vocational education and training with regard to the effec-
tive transition from school to work; and re-define the responsibilities of the different 
actors involved53. In co-operation with other OECD units, the Education and Training 
Division explored how labour market policies might contribute to improving enter-
prise performance, and their potential for creating jobs. In particular, it examined how 
human resource policies can facilitate flexibility inside enterprises and help create 
high value-added jobs.54 It also investigated the various aspects of partnerships 
between education and business55. 
The changing relationships between higher education and employment have also been 
addressed. In particular, the Education and Training Division investigated the flow of 
graduates from higher education into working life, the relationship between higher ed-
ucation in the humanities or the social Sciences and employment, and recent develop-
ments in continuing professional education. 
Vocational Education and Training for Youth: Towards Coherent Policy and Practice, OECD, 1994 
Vocational Training in Germany: Modernisation and Responsiveness, OECD, 1994 
Vocational Training in the Netherlands: Reform and Innovation, OECD, 1994 
Pathways for Learning: Education and Training from 16 to 19, OECD, 1989 
Pathways and Participation in Vocational and Technical Education and Training, OECD, 1998 
Education and the Economy: From School to Work, OECD 
Education and Employment, OECD, 1993 
Human Resources and Corporate Strategy .Technological Change in Banks and Insurance Companies 
France, Germany, Japan, Sweden and the United States, OECD, 1988 
Industry Training In Australia, Sweden and the United States, OECD, 1993 
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The objectives set in the current mandate include the facilitation of the transition 
through lifelong learning and employment. Current work aims at identifying con-
ditions and policy features for the successful and effective transition from school 
to working life. It examines and evaluates different transition routes and their im-
pact on long term careers and further learning. Work includes the analysis of the 
extent to which contexts, contents, and methods of teaching and learning corre-
spond to changing knowledge and skill requirements in the context of 'lifelong 
learning'. 
The work of CERI in this area has focused on life-cycle transitions in education and 
work. It investigated institutional arrangements and the skills and competencies 
necessary for various transitions over the life-cycle. More specifically, it analysed 
transitions from family to school, from one level of education to the next, from 
school to work and vice-versa, from one job to another, and from employment to 
retirement. In its What Works Series, it investigated the guidance and counselling 
young people receive in making key choices as they move between different levels 
of education, or from education to work, with a view to identify examples of good 
practice. 
2.5 Internationalisation and European Integration 
International educational co-operation has been the focus of extensive research at the 
international level. This research is aimed at providing a better understanding of the 
educational internationalisation process, its relevance for the global economy as well 
as the different questions raised in the implementation of related policies. The educa-
tional implications of the European integration process are a distinctive sub-area with-
in this broader theme. 
OECD 
The Education and Training Division of the OECD has explored public policies for 
improved international exchanges and co-operation across national frontiers with a 
view to identify and disseminate examples of good practice. Particular emphasis has 
been paid to higher education56 and the education of adults57. The studies included mat-
ters such as structural and financial arrangements, recognition of qualifications, and 
accreditation standards and criteria. 
CERI has been concerned with the identification and clarification of the 'internation-
al' dimension in education. By means of case studies and selected thematic studies it 
has examined the implications of internationalisation for higher education policy and 
practice as well as the effects of relevant strategies that increase the international roles 
and dimensions of higher education. 
Internationalisation: views and activities of stakeholders, OECD, 1993 
Internationalisation of Higher Education, OECD, 1996 
Internationalisation of Adult Education, OECD 
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Under its current mandate (1997-2001) CERI aims to analyse and clarify key trends 
and issues in the internationalisation of education. The work of CERI brings together 
principal trends and issues about the educational, social and economic aspects of this 
process. In an effort to enhance the understanding of the nature and the dynamicsof 
the internationalisation of education, and as a response to the need for more data on 
this area, more research is under consideration. The specific topics include research 
for a more comprehensive understanding of the rapidly growing internationalisation 
of education, and the development of relevant educational indicators. In addition, an 
analysis of the different regulations regarding the movement of professional person-
nel and services, their effect on higher education, and the examination of the costs and 
benefits involved in the process of the internationalisation of education are also con-
sidered. CERI is also interested in responding to the need for more information on the 
different aspects of the internationalisation of education. 
In an attempt to clarify the factors that ensure appropriate and coherent planning, and 
the development of all international activities and international orientations within the 
institution, the IMHE carried out a global comparison of institutional strategies on in-
ternationalisation. It thus reviewed the different approaches and institutional strategies 
regarding internationalisation in order to understand the reasoning behind their adop-
tion as well as their consequences58. Building upon such a review of institutional 
strategies, work under this theme is focusing on the development of instruments for 
the review and quality assessment of the internationalisation of study programmes at 
the institutional level. 
Aspects related to the process of European integration and implications for educa-
tion have also been addressed and form a distinctive strand in the broader frame-
work of internationalisation and educational implications. In particular, IMHE has 
examined the long-term consequences of European integration on institutions of 
higher education, with emphasis upon research, academic programmes and their 
organisation . 
Council of Europe 
The Higher Education and Research Committee of the Council of Europe has focused 
on academic mobility and has sought to elaborate a new convention on the recogni-
tion of qualifications concerning higher education in the European region. In addi-
tion, it has also concentrated on the activities of the European Network of National 
Information Centres (ENIC Network).60 
Strategics for the Internationalisation of Higher Education. A comparative study of Australia, Canada, 
Europe, and the US, OECD, 1995 
University Research in Transition, OECD, 1998 
"' The European Network of National Information Centres on academic mobility and recognition was es-
tablished in 1994 by the merger of the two previously separate Networks of the Council of Europe and 
UNESCO. It is a collaborative effort, carried out jointly with UNESCO and in co-operation with the Eu-
ropean Commission and plays an important role in developing policy and practice for the recognition of 
qualifications 
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The Education Committee of the Council of Europe has focused on language learning 
in an attempt to enhance intercultural understanding as well as mobility and access to 
information in the multilingual/multicultural Europe. Workshops, symposia, and sem-
inars have concentrated on two main objectives: the development of language teach-
ing and learning methodologies and, the elaboration of models and methods for the 
initial and subsequent training of language teachers. The topics covered include the 
early teaching oflanguages61, the comparison and harmonisation oflanguage learning, 
the use of information and communications technologies62, language learning in bilin-
gual contexts63, and 'learning to learn'. More recently, workshops have covered in ser-
vice training for modern language teachers64 and educational links and exchanges at 
the secondary level6". The Council of Europe's current work under the language learn-
ing theme involves the preparation of a medium-term project (1998-2000) focusing on 
'Language policies for a multilingual and multi-cultural Europe'. The project is de-
signed to analyse language policies and outline effective strategies for greater diversi-
fication of language learning in the context of democratic European citizenship, in-
cluding the development and piloting of common European instruments of reference 
for this purpose. Special attention will be given to intercultural education, the interna-
tional recognition of comparable qualifications to improve mobility and employment 
prospects, and 'lifelong learning' for participation in an international learning society. 
The Centre for Modern Languages workshops and colloquia programme has extensively 
explored a range of aspects related to language learning. The main topics covered have 
included language learning methods; initial and in-service language and intercultural 
teacher training; language learning and teaching in bilingual schools; assessing language 
competencies; intercultural cross-border language learning for youth and adults; goals 
and contents language teaching at universities; learner autonomy in adult language class-
rooms; foreign language teaching and learning in bilingual schools, language needs and 
diversification in Central and Eastern Europe; audio-visual media and language learning; 
methods of analysis and evaluation in language policy, language curriculum planning and 
policy, content and language integration in vocational and professional education. 
Secondary education has been another area of interest to the Council ofEurope. Work in 
this area aims to give young people the knowledge, skills and attitudes to meet European 
society's major challenges; to prepare them for higher education, mobility in work and dai-
ly life in a democratic, multilingual, and multi-cultural Europe; and to make them aware 
of their common European cultural heritage and shared responsibilities. The two comple-
mentary parts of the work in this area included the investigation of problems of secondary 
education in Europe and the inclusion of a European dimension to teaching curricula. 
Foreign Language Education in Primary Schools, Council ofEurope, 1997 
New Technologies in Language Learning, Council ofEurope, 1997 
Plurilingual and Pluricullural Competence, Council ofEurope 
The Sociocultural and Intercultural Dimension of Language Learning and Teaching, Council ofEurope, 
1997 -
The European Dimension in Regional Exchanges, Council ofEurope 
European Dimension in the Curriculum, Council ofEurope, 1998 
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Finally, responding to the challenges that Central and Eastern Europe are facing 
post-\989, the Council ofEurope has organised workshops and seminars addressing 
issues such as: the promotion of partnerships between schools in the old and new 
democracies and between various school systems; encouraging participating states 
to study the educational needs of the various minorities and individuals living in ex-
treme poverty, and the educational implications of a changing world of work and a 
market economy. 
2.6 Improving the International Knowledge Base for Educational 
Policy-Making 
Education remains a matter of national control and regulation. Educational policy-
making, however, is a complex process in which international experience and in-
formation are invaluable. The international organisations examined by the survey 
have sought to respond to such a need. The research activities undertaken by the 
OECD, UNESCO, and the Council of Europe aim to facilitate and support educa-
tional policy-making at the national level. In particular, they provide a worldwide 
knowledge base on education and training matters. They, thus, have increased the 
international comparability and transparency of national educational systems. 
Those research activities include mainly the compilation of comparable interna-
tional statistics and reports, the development of indicators, the design of databases 
in addition to other reference work. Moreover, research undertaken by the organi-
sations examined also focuses on the decision-making process and the use of 
information in it. 
OECD 
The building of a sound, cross-country statistical database on education and training 
has been a long-standing activity of the OECD aiming to provide comprehensive and 
up-to-date information. This effort is continuously refined, improved and extended in 
collaboration with national authorities and other international organisations including 
UNESCO and the Statistical Office of the European Union (EUROSTAT). The Indi-
cators of Education Systems (INES) project within CERI, initiated in 1988, is de-
signed to set up and regularly produce a set of international education indicators in 
order to establish common basis for comparison between member countries. It also 
aims to analyse and interpret results and development trends of education systems, 
and to develop an international system of efficient statistical information66. 
Education at a Glance 1993 — OECD Indicators 
Education at a Glance 1995 — OECD Indicators 
Education at a Glance 1996 — OECD Indicators 
Education at a Glance 1997 — OECD Indicators 
Education Policy Analysis 1996, OECD 
Education Policy Analysis 1997, OECD 
Education Policy Analysis: 1998, OECD 
Manual for Better Training Statistics — Conceptual, Measurement and Survey Questions, OECD, 1997 
Making Education Count: Developing and Using International Indicators, OECD, 1994 
The OECD International Education Indicators: A Framework for Analysis, OECD, 1992 
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Special attention has been paid to the development of new indicators and the improve-
ment of existing ones in areas such as human capital investment and its returns in the 
lifelong learning perspective, student achievement and school processes, cross-curricu-
lar competencies, life skills in the adult population, transition from education to work 
and labour market outcomes. Emphasis is also given on indicators regarding tertiary ed-
ucation personnel, finance, survival rates, participation and the effectiveness oflearning. 
Together with UNESCO, the OECD has also been closely involved in the recent revi-
sion process of the International Standard Classification of Education (see Apendix). 
CERI has monitored developments in educational R&D. It aimed to increase our un-
derstanding of the factors that may strengthen the utility and effectiveness of R&D in 
improving educational policy and practice. It examined and analysed trends and issues 
regarding the policy-research systems in OECD countries. These include the functions 
of education R&D systems and their links to public policy, definitions and approach-
es to educational R&D, as well as conceptual and methodological development for the 
collection of educational R&D indicators67. It subsequently focused on the policy-
makers' perspective and the way they use different sources of knowledge about edu-
cation. Infrastructures and processes of production, as well as mediation and the con-
structive use of knowledge in both the public and private sectors were also examined 
through a number of case studies6. 
Building on its prior work on higher education performance indicators6', the IMHE also 
examines lhe usefulness of such indicators in the internal decision-making process of 
OECD countries' higher education institutions. In addition, the development and use of 
indicators as regards central government decision-making has also been looked at70. 
The PEB concentrated on the identification of a number of key indicators related to 
educational building infrastructure and performance and sought to assess whether the 
necessary reliable data permitting their use is available. It then developed an interna-
tional comparative database and established indicators of educational infrastructure 
covering various aspects such as space standards, space utilisation, environmental 
standards, cost, and the size of institutions. 
UNESCO 
At the Headquarters of UNESCO in Paris, research activities involve the compilation 
of world education indicators and statistics, and electronic databases on various sub-
jects related to education. The UNESCO Statistical Yearbook is a major reference 
Educational Research and Development: Trends, Issues and Challenges, OECD, 1995 
Knowledge Bases for Education Policies, OECD, 1996 
Educational Research and Development .Austria, Germany, Switzerland, OECD, 1995 
Decision-Making in 14 OECD Education Systems, OECD, 1995 
The Development of Performance Indicators for Higher Education: A Compendium for Twelve Coun-
tries, OECD, 199.3 
Evaluation and the Decision-Making Process in Higher Education: French, German and Spanish Experi-
ences, OECD, 1994 
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book that contains key statistical information on education. UNESCO also produces 
the World Education Report, which analyses major quantitative and qualitative trends 
and policy issues in education at the global level and serves as a source of reference 
for policy-makers, planners, administrators and researchers71. It has also designed 
ISCED, the International Standard Classification of Education72 and produces themat-
ic bibliographies (for details see Appendix). 
The IBE compiles the World Data on Education, a databank containing the full text of ed-
ucation systems profiles. This activity aims to provide educational policy-makers with in-
formation on the development of education systems, contents and methods in different 
countries around the world. IBE develops also the IBE Education Thesaurus providing a 
terminology for the analysis of educational data at the international level. In 1993 IBE cre-
ated the INNODATA database of educational innovations containing over 500 descriptions 
of innovative educational practices and projects from around the world (see Appendix). Fi-
nally, IBE investigated the needs for research and information in educational decision-
making. In particular, the focus was on the use of research in the process of educational 
change and the ways that educational information and documentation systems function73. 
The HEP has undertaken extensive research aimed at enhancing the knowledge base 
and the planning capacity of policy-makers, with special emphasis on developing 
countries. In particular, it has built an empirical database for use by national decision-
makers on major issues in the development of basic education services. The HEP ac-
tivities aimed to identify possible strategies emerging in various countries, to con-
tribute to the development of an appropriate information system for monitoring the 
implementation of such strategies, and to reinforce research capacities required for the 
proper management of basic education services. It has also examined, by means of na-
tional case studies, the use of information on policy formulation, planning and the 
management of education with a view to identify and disseminate strategies for en-
hancing the quality and efficiency of education74. In addition, it monitors progress in 
education and the collection of up-to-date data in specific developing countries, and 
has developed relevant indicators for educational policy-makers and planners. 
Council ofEurope 
The Council ofEurope Higher Education and Research Committee has designed EU-
DISED R&D Database (European Documentation and Information System for Edu-
World Education Report. Education in a World of Adjustment and Change, UNESCO, 1993 
World Education Report. Education of Women, UNESCO, 1995 
World Education Report. Teachers and Teaching in a Changing World, UNESCO, 1997 
International Standard Classification of Education- Revised, UNESCO, 1997 
Review of the International Standard Classification of Education, UNESCO, 1993 
Confronting Future Challenges: Educational Information, Research and Decision Making, 1995, 
UNESCO-IBE 
Improving the Information System for Planning the Quality of Primary Education: The Case of India, 
HEP, 1991 
Planning of Basic Education in China: A Case Study of Two Counties in Lianoning Cheng Kai-ming, 
HEP, 1991 
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cation) containing information about ongoing and recently completed educational re-
search projects. It also produces the European Education Thesaurus, a multilingual 
list of indexing for use by information processing services. In addition, a Common 
European Framework of Reference for Language Learning and Teaching is being 
developed. The framework, which includes statistical data from questionnaires, is 
designed lo help decision-makers and to enable information sharing (see Appendix). 
2.7 School Curricula and Reform 
School curriculum reform is an issue that has gained attention in the research priori-
ties of the organisations explored. 
OECD 
The CERI aimed to review current trends and needed changes in curricula as well as 
the instruments and processes of reform on a country-by-counlry basis. It focused on 
themes such as Curriculum Structure and Content, Curriculum Organisation, and As-
sessment of Curriculum Effectiveness. It also investigated trends and identified inno-
vative models and insights in each of curricular areas including a) core curriculum b) 
science, mathematics, and technology c) arts, humanities, and values d) assessment 
and evaluation. Furthermore, CERI sought to describe and analyse significant inno-
vations in subject matter and pedagogy within and across the curriculum areas of 
Science, Mathematics and Technology and to highlight the mechanisms of successful 
innovations . In addition, it examined major trends in curricular aims and principles, 
systemic analysis and curriculum assessment76. 
The work carried out by CERI on environmental education is also curriculum related. 
CERI initially undertook a review of policy developments for the integration of envi-
ronmental studies into the school curricula of the OECD countries. It then attempted 
to provide a conceptual analysis of strategic issues in environmental education 
including pedagogical and research oriented issues77. 
UNESCO 
IBE concentrated on the theory and practice in assessing students' achievements in pri-
mary and secondary education. The main objective was to examine and compare the in-
teraction between current conceptions and theories of assessment and assessment prac-
tices in ten selected country cases . Currently, it concentrates on the leaching of history 
and geography as well as citizenship education. As regards history and geography the 
aim is to identify how the values of peace, human rights, tolerance, mutual respect and 
Science and Mathematics Education in the USA .Eight Innovations, OECD, 1993 
Curriculum Reform: An Overview of Trends, OECD, 1990 
The Curriculum Redefined. Schooling for the 21st Century, OECD, 1994 
Curriculum Reform. Assessment in Question, OECD, 1993 
Evaluating Innovations in Environmental Education , OECD, 1994 
Environmental Learning for the 21st Century, OECD, 1995 
Assessing Learning Achievement, OECD, 1992 
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recognition of other cultures are reflected in the content of history and geography text-
books and related teaching practices in a selected number of countries. The IBE also in-
vestigates educational strategies and practices for citizenship education supported with 
empirical cross-cultural evidence about the images of democratic citizenship. 
HEP examined science education in secondary schools. It sought to analyse the main 
characteristics of the provision of science education at the secondary level, to derive 
the impact of investment in science education on human resource development, and to 
understand what distinguishes improving schools from deteriorating ones™. 
2.8 Educational Governance, Planning, Management and Infrastructure 
Educational regulation, decision-making, the management of educational systems and 
institutions, educational planning, and educational infrastructure are all issues that are 
examined at the international level in an effort to contribute to the improvement of na-
tional or institutional education policy-making, planning, and management. 
OECD 
The Education and Training Division of the OECD focused on the management of ed-
ucational resources at the central, local and institutional levels and analysed their con-
tribution to school effectiveness. Country specific investigations explored the struc-
tures and mechanisms governing administrative and management relationships within 
the school system and the functions of school leaders and teachers. The activity in-
volved both conceptual/analytical and empirical /diagnostic work through case-stud-
ies of policies and investigations at the school and/or local authority level. 
Work also focused on issues of governance, financing and accountability in educa-
tional policy-making. In particular, it examined the financing and governance of na-
tional education policies and tried to ascertain whether there have been any changes 
in the strategies adopted or the mechanisms used. Emerging trends were also identi-
fied and the effects of new arrangements were analysed. 
The IMHE has examined the impact of new technologies on the management of high-
er education institutions, and it has promoted the development of higher education 
performance indicators and their use in decision-making at the institutional and the 
central/governmental level. It has also investigated human resources' planning in 
higher education in light of the changing competencies required by academic staff as 
they face the needs of changing student populations and changing research demands 
made upon them. It also examined career development and training of administrative 
staff in higher education, and it analysed the interactions between evaluation process-
es and decision-making processes80. Further, it looked at the issues of purpose, 
Science Education in Developing Countries: Issues and Perspectives for Planners, HEP, 1992 
Science Kits in Developing Countries: An Appraisal of Potential, HEP, 1992 
Staffing Higher Education-Meeting New Challenges, OECD, 1994 
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methods, outcomes and trends in higher education quality assurance with respect 
to assessment and control and their impact on institutional management. 
The IMHE currently focuses on the higher education institutions' response to region-
al needs and new trends in institutional research management. In addition, the way to-
wards the knowledge-based society, the lifelong learning perspective and the new role 
that higher education is called lo play in a global competitive economy, have major 
implications for the overall strategic management of higher education institutions. 
A number of issues related to higher education institutions management are currently 
being considered to be addressed by IMHE. These include the response of higher ed-
ucation to regional needs, the development of the research function in relation to oth-
er major university functions (e.g. education and transfer of knowledge), and the eval-
uation of research outcomes. Decision-making in higher education, benchmarking in 
higher education management are also included in addition to the development of in-
dicators of higher education, and the financing of higher education institutions in a 
lifelong learning perspective. Others issues that are being considered include libraries 
and learning resource centres in tertiary education, the design of institutions for the 
early years of tertiary education, and indicators for evaluating facilities and their util-
isation. 
The PEB sought to identify effective strategies for the provision of educational op-
portunities for rural communities. Among the issues addressed were the design and 
management of small facilities, and the contribution of information and communica-
tion technologies to education in rural areas (e.g. distance learning). It also explored 
the scope for using existing school facilities to provide continuing education and oth-
er services to business and industry, the scope for sharing educational buildings with 
other services, and the scope of networking and the potential of distance learning81. 
The ever-increasing demand for higher education raises various questions regarding 
the planning and design of facilities. The PEB sought also to investigate the needs for 
new higher education facilities. In particular, it addressed issues in connection with the 
types of facilities needed, location, links with the urban environment and social con-
text, and the effect of new teaching methods on higher education infrastructure. Sub-
sequently, PEB expanded its scope to cover tertiary education infrastructure while new 
questions were also raised in relation to planning, design and management82. These in-
clude the range of facilities for the different activities required, the balance between 
them, the impact of new information technologies on teaching methods as well as the 
expectations of students, teachers, researchers. 
Environmental concerns have also been addressed in the development of educational 
infrastructure. The protections of the environment and the ways educational buildings 
Educational Infrastructure in Rural Areas, OECD, OECD, 1994 
Facilities for Tertiary Education in the 21st Century, OECD, 1998 
48 
can contribute to it have also been examined. As such factors are expected to have a 
physical and a psychological effect both on the users of school buildings and local in-
habitants they are crucially important. Thus, ways of minimising energy consumption, 
'greening' school sites, choosing the right material and so on have been examined83. 
The PEB has also investigated management issues with connection to the physical re-
sources for education. Such issues include space utilisation, energy and property man-
agement, building maintenance and security. Particular emphasis was given to the 
problems faced by vocational education and training institutions. In particular, PEB 
considered the evolving relationship between 'academic' and 'vocational' education 
and the implications of the growing pace of technological change on the provision and 
use of facilities. New approaches in funding the maintenance of educational buildings, 
given the tight budgetary constraints and the 'gap' between needs and capabilities, 
have also been investigated. In particular, the merits of centralised versus decen-
tralised ways of managing educational buildings' funding as well as general aspects of 
maintenance management were analysed. 
Issues of educational building governance have also been investigated so as to provide 
information on the different modes of educational facilities' governance that have 
been developed over the last two decades. The actual ways different models of gover-
nance (i.e. centralised, decentralised to the local government or to the institutional lev-
el) work have been analysed and assessed84. Furthermore, research on change and its 
impact on educational building has been carried out with emphasis on the implications 
of the introduction of new information technologies and the need to integrate the 
disabled in mainstream education. 
UNESCO 
HEP has carried out research on various aspects of educational planning and gover-
nance with emphasis on developing countries. It explored collaborative methods be-
tween government, community and NGOs in promoting change in various kinds of 
educational programmes for certain developing countries. Research also focused on 
educational financing, management and administration, examining the evolution of 
the financing of education and exploring the factors affecting the estimates on the re-
turn on investment during educational transition . Local-level financing practices 
were also reviewed and the contribution, efficiency and quality of the public and pri-
vate sectors in educational development were investigated86. Case-studies also focused 
on the administrative and technical procedures used to prepare budgets in ministries 
Providing a Secure Environment for Learning, OECD, 1998 
Decentralisation and Educational Building Management. The impact of recent reforms, OECD, 1992 
The Financing of Education in Zambia, HEP, 1991 
The Financing of Education in India, HEP, 1991 
Private Finance and Management of Education in Developing Countries: Major Policy and Research Is-
sues, HEP, 1991 
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of education and looked into the various actors' roles, their strategies, strengths and 
weaknesses, the coherence of budget preparations and methods of rationalisation87. 
The HEP has also addressed questions concerning the management of higher education 
institutions in both developing and industrialised countries. In particular, it looked at 
trends and problems in institutional88, financial8'' and staff management'", research man-
agement and its links with industry, management of new educational delivery systems, 
the use of information systems in institutional management and the role of evaluation in 
institutional management'". A number of case studies looked at different types of 
changes in university management searching for an improved utilisation of resources52. 
Financial aspects and the place of technical education at secondary and post-secondary 
educational structures have also been examined by HEP, which carried out analyses of 
management and organisation issues in relation to technical and vocational training in 
both developing and industrialised countries". Furthermore, it examined the various or-
ganisational forms and structures of secondary education in a number of countries94. In 
particular, it examined aspects of financing, the educational and training possibilities for 
those leaving primary school, and problems secondary teaching is faced with. 
Educational planning experiences in a small number of countries have been explored 
in a comparative perspective'5. This included strategies for long-term educational 
development, planning and decentralisation, higher education development during 
transition to a market economy, and lifelong learning in industrialised countries96. 
Budgetary Processes in the Ministry of Education and Sports, Slovenia, HEP, 1995 
Budgetary Processes in the Ministry of Education, Thailand, HEP, 1995 
Strategic Management in Western European Universities, HEP, 1992 
Managing Budget Deficits in Higher Education: The Experience of the University of Edinburgh, Scot-
land, HEP, 1994 
Management of Budgetary Deficits in Higher Education Institutions: Current International Experience 
and Practice, HEP, 1992 
Academic Staffing and Management in Western European Universities: Current Situation and Emerging 
Issues, HEP, 1993 
Excellence and Evaluation in Higher Education: Some International Perspectives, HEP, 1992 
Higher Education Management in a Period of Transition with Special Reference to the Russian Federa-
tion, HEP, 1993;Innovations in university management, HEP, 1995;Improving Managerial Effectiveness 
of Higher Education Institutions: The Case of UNAM, Mexico, HEP, 1994; Improving Managerial 
Effectiveness at the University of Joensuu, Finland, HEP, 1994; Improving the Effectiveness of the 
Management of Innovation and Change in Higher Education, HEP, 1991 ; The Assessment of Managerial 
Effectiveness at Universities in Developing Countries: A Case Analysis, HEP, 1991 
Managing Schools for Educational Quality and Equity: Finding the Proper Mix to Make it Work, HEP, 
1992; Education in a Period of Change and Adjustment: Some International Perspectives, HEP, 1992 
Vocational Training: an Analysis of Policy and Modes. Case studies from Germany, Sweden and Japan, 
HEP, 1993; The School Restructuring Movement in the USA: An Analysis of Major Issues and Policy 
Implications, HEP, 1992; 
Educational Planning in Asia, HEP, 1990; A New Scenario for Educational Planning and Management in 
Latin America: The Impact of External Debt, HEP, 1990 
Educational Planning for the Year 2000, HEP, 1990; Cost-benefit Analysis in Educational Planning, HEP, 
1992; From Data to Action: Information Systems in Educational Planning, HEP, 1993; Planning Human 
Resources: Methods, Experiences and Practices, HEP, 1993 
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In the course of the current mandate (1996-2001) and aiming to improve basic educa-
tion, HEP sought to analyse the different countries' experiences in providing profes-
sional support to teachers with a view to developing efficient strategies for the future. 
Particular attention was paid to the functioning of inspection and supervision services 
and to the identification and documentation of a limited number of innovative experi-
ences in the area of teacher support in general97. The HEP also explored basic educa-
tion management issues such as decentralised management of primary education and 
developed computer-based techniques for planning the quality of education98. Fur-
thermore, it examined different organisational models of initial teacher education and 
the arguments for, and against, teacher education within the framework of higher ed-
ucation institutions99. Under its current objective, to analyse secondary education poli-
cies and strategies, HEP looks into the way countries have responded to the growing 
social demand for secondary education, as well as the way in which they attempt to 
regulate flows through selective examinations'00, through proposing a supply of voca-
tional training opportunities, and through the creation of an alternative delivery of 
secondary education. Current work also focuses on recent developments in the sys-
tems of technical education and vocational training, including trends in financing and 
regulation, functions of co-ordination, evaluation, and forms and instruments of part-
nership with social partners, NGOs and the private sector. In particular, the HEP analy-
ses trends and mechanisms employed in the financing of technical education. 
Improving Basic Education: Preconditions for Successful Inspection and Supervision - Implications for 
Learning, HEP, 1992 
The 900 School Programme: Improving the Quality of Primary Schools in Impoverished Areas of Chile, 
HEP, 1993; The quality of primary education : some policy suggestions based on a survey of schools : 
Zimbabwe, HEP, 1998; The quality of primary education : a case study of Zhejiang Province, 
China, HEP, 1996; The quality of primary education : a case study of Puebla, Mexico, 1996; Quality of 
Primary Schooling in India: a Case Study of Madhya Pradesh, HEP, 1996 
Reducing Teacher Absenteeism and Attrition: Causes, Consequences and Responses, HEP, 1994; Im-
proving the Deployment of Teachers: the Ghanaian Experience, HEP, 1994; The Utilisation and Profes-
sional Development of Teachers: Issues and Strategies, HEP, 1995 
' National Examinations: Design, Procedures and Reporting, HEP, 1994 
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3 Conclusions 
The purpose of the survey was twofold. First, it sought to analyse and develop a ty-
pology of research activities at the international level. Second, it aimed to identify 
trends in educational research at the international level in the 1990s. In particular, it 
has explored the educational research activities of the OECD, UNESCO and the 
Council of Europe. It has examined the main goals of the organisations and their re-
spective units, divisions, bureaux and institutes as regards education in general and ed-
ucational research in particular. It also described their research priorities during the 
1990s. 
In seeking to identify types of educational research at the international level the sur-
vey analysed the content of research and the ways in which research is approached by 
the international organisations examined. In terms of the content of research four main 
research types were identified: 
• basic educational research 
• policy-oriented research 
• international knowledge bases for policy-making 
• and enhancing national research capacity. 
In terms of the ways in which research is approached the following methods emerged: 
workshops and symposia, seminars, forums and conferences, studies and monographs, 
and a 'clearinghouse' function. 
In exploring the content of the research activities undertaken by international organi-
sations in the last decade, the survey identified emerging trends in international re-
search. In particular, the research themes to which greater emphasis is given include 
the knowledge society and the lifelong learning perspective. In particular, the issues 
that are addressed under this theme involve questions regarding resources for the im-
plementation of the lifelong approach to learning, their allocation between the differ-
ent levels of education, incurred costs and benefits, and the role of different levels of 
government. In addition, progress in the implementation of the lifelong learning per-
spective and the emerging patterns in the education systems are monitored. The train-
ing of teachers and the learning needs of adults, as key actors in the lifelong approach 
to learning are also under close investigation. Literacy as an indispensable prerequi-
site in the way to the knowledge society is also subject to multidisciplinary research 
along with life skills and types of knowledge. Research also focuses on the policy im-
plications of lifelong learning for post-secondary and higher education institutions. 
Technological change, the information society and the implications for education is 
also a theme examined at the international level. The way that new information and 
communication technologies transform schooling, the policy implications and the pol-
icy strategies of governments are also explored. In addition, the implications for man-
agement of, particularly, higher education are examined together with the manage-
ment of educational infrastructure. 
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The role of education in combating social exclusion and promoting equity has attract-
ed the attention of the research organisations examined. National strategies are 
analysed with particular emphasis given to the problem of school failure and high 
dropout rates. The specific educational needs of groups 'at risk' are explored and in-
tegrated policy strategies, involving school, family and the community are assessed. 
Broader issues of access and participation to the different levels of education are also 
being investigated along with the implications for educational planning and infra-
structure of inclusive policies for the disadvantaged. 
In the lifelong learning perspective the effective education-employment transitions 
become a life-cycle issue. In this regard, the linkages between general education sys-
tems, vocational training and labour market are being investigated. Transition routes 
and their impact on longer-term career are examined along with contents, contexts, 
and methods of teaching and learning, institutional arrangements and systems for skill 
assessment and recognition. 
International research has also focused on the various aspects and implications for ed-
ucation of internationalisation and European integration. Research under this theme 
involves the examination of the nature of educational internationalisation, and the pol-
icy implications and the institutional strategies employed in the development of relat-
ed policies. Policies as well as methodologies for language learning are also being in-
vestigated as an indispensable prerequisite for across frontier mobility and 
employment prospects as well as the transnational recognition of qualifications. 
The development of international comparable knowledge bases is also a sound com-
ponent of educational research at the international level. The aim is to increase the 
transparency of education systems and to facilitate educational policy making. This 
mainly involves the compilation of comparable international statistics, the develop-
ment of performance indicators, and the design of databases. 
Changes needed in the curriculum are also explored at the international level. This 
theme aims at reviewing trends and promoting innovation in curriculum reform. Em-
phasis is given on structure, content, organisation, and assessment of curriculum 
effectiveness. 
The increasingly higher social and economic expectations of education along with in-
creased demand and resources required, raise the importance of policy issues that re-
late to educational governance and regulation, educational planning, financing and 
management as well as educational infrastructure. In response, the international or-
sanisations examined have directed their research activities around the above themes. 
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APPENDIX I 
Selected Bibliography on Education at the International 
level 
1 UNESCO Headquarters, Paris 
Publications 
World Education Report 1991 
World Education Report 1993 
World Education Report 1995 
World Education Report 1997 
Trends and Development of Technical and Vocational Education 
1990 
Education for all: the role of international aid 
W.D. Haddad, 1990 (also available in French and Spanish) 
Regional co-operation for literacy in Asia and the Pacific 
T. Sasaoka, 1990 (also available in French and Spanish) 
Is literacy for all by the year 2000 a feasible target? 
G. Cárceles, 1990 (also available in French and Spanish) 
Education for all: a challenge for the year 2000 
F. Mayor, UNESCO Director-General, 1987- (Mayor, F.) 1990 (also available 
in French and Spanish) 
Population education in the promotion of development 
M. Simonen, O.J. Sikes, J. Palacio, 1990 
Education and the economy: considering alternative perspectives 
P.A. Easton, S.J. Klecs, 1990 (also available in French and Spanish) 
A Selective bibliography on literacy in industrialised countries 
U. Giere, J.P. Hautccoeur, 1990 
Fundamentals and methods for the rural development in Arab countries 
S. Yacoub, I. Al-Zawawi, 1990 
Basic principles, methods and techniques for development work in the 
Arab region 
S. Yacoub, I. Al-Zawawi, 1990 
The Contribution of the university to environmental improvement 
1990 
Education for employment: an international perspective 
EC. Kintzer, 1990 
System activities and education 
F. Peregudov, 1990 
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Comparative analysis of environmental education in the United Kingdom 
and in Brazil 
Leal-Filho, D.S.Walter, 1990 
The Development and the present situation of environmental education 
in Greek higher education 
M.J. Scoullos, 1990 
Environmental education in Hungarian universities 
V. Èri, 1990 
Illiteracy in Europe? 1990 
Legal literacy in higher education 
A. Gaudart, 1990 
Acquisition of writing and reading skills at school: cultural technique or 
elementary writing culture 
M. Dehn, 1990 
Evaluating Educational Programs and Projects: Holistic and Practical 
Cosiderations 
V. Chinapah and G. Miron, 1990 
Palestine: priority projects for educational development, 1991 
Literacy: what language, what culture? 
C.N. Fyle, 1991 
UNESCO list of documents and publications, 1991 
A Changing Europe: challenges for higher education research, 1991 
Perspectives on academic life: an apologia for meso-qualitative research 
Τ Becher, European Centre for Higher Education (Romania), 1991 
Religion and school-education in a secular state: the French situation 
R. Azria, Régine; European Centre for Higher Education (Romania), 1991 
Higher education, mobility, and life opportunities 
T. Achatz, European Centre for Higher Education (Romania), 1991 
Multinational integration and national education systems: the case of Austria 
R. Pohoryles, 1991 
Facing the challenges of "Europeanization": some reflections on the Greek 
university system 
M. Eginitou-Panayotidou, 1991 
The Internationalization of the University of Maribor 
Krizman, Α.; Marn-Borec, V, 1991 
European collaboration in the built environment 
S. Loew, 1991 
The Rigidly structured curriculum: an obstacle to student mobility 
B. Soptrajanov, 1991 
58 
Postgraduate education at Oxford Polytechnic and the improvement of life in 
third world countries: an urban design perspective 
G. Butina, 1991 
Inter-university international co-operation for the promotion of scientific 
advancement and Social development 
Y. Wu, 1991 
On the establishment of the University of the Peoples of Europe 
Peregudov, Felix; 1991 
The Meaning and importance of culturally determined implicit values for the 
internationalization of education 
M. Krizmanic, V. Kolcsaric, 1991 
A Strengthened Europe as a factor in the internationalization of higher 
education: a UNESCO vision 
C. Berg, European Centre for Higher Education (Romania), 1991 
The Démocratisation of education: basic principles 
Yc Bondarenko, A.V. Kozulin, 1991 
Do universities help the economy? The case of the University of Thrace 
I. Panoussis, 1991 
Higher education and continuing education in Portugal 
Jorge Arroteia, 1991 
Lifelong education and the universities of the United Kingdom 
C. Duke, 
A Duty for distance education in the 1990's 
J. S Daniel, 1991 
Handbook on training methods in educational management 
A. M.Mbamba, N. Nwagwu, 1992 
Reshaping education: towards sustainable development 
1992 (also available in Spanish) 
Technical assistance programmes and projects funded by international agencies 
V. Goel, 1992 (also available in French and Spanish) 
Appraisal and the professional development of science and technology teachers 
D. Hopkins, B. Bollington, 1992 
Training teachers to implement the new science curriculum in Japan 
K. Umcno, 1992 (also available in French) 
Training teachers in senior middle-school for teaching about science, technology 
and society 
Zhai Liyuan, 1992 
Developing confidence in primary-school teachers to teach science and 
technology 
H. M.Dyasi, 1992 
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Science and technology teacher training and professional development: 
the quest for quality 
D. Layton, 1992 
Projet d'éducation à la vie familiale et en matière de population: rapport 
d'évaluation 
A. Abderrazak, 1992 
Special survey on primary education: teaching staff, levels of qualification 
and age structures 
V. Cavicchioni, K. Klaus, 1992 
Alternatives in formal education: Colombia's Escuela Nueva programme 
R. M. Torres, 1992 (also available in French and Spanish) 
Language, interculturalism and human rights: three European cases 
Tarrow, Norma Bernstein, 1992 (also available in French and Spanish) 
How Japan makes use of international educational survey research? 
R. Watanabe, 1992 (also available in French and Spanish) 
Interests and modes in research utilization: the Finnish IEA experience 
K. Leimu, 1992 
Educational reform in Latin America: a survey of four decades 
I. Aguerrondo, 1992 (also available in French and Spanish) 
Data management in educational survey research 
A Schleicher, J. Umar, 1992 (also available in French and Spanish) 
Sample design for international studies of educational achievement 
K.N. Ross, 1992 (also available in French and Spanish) 
Monitoring the quality of education worldwide 
W. Loxley, 1992 
A Theoretical framework for productive education 
F von Borstel, 1992 
Why not educate girls? 
K. Premi, 1992 
Prolegomena to accreditation in Central and Eastern Europe 
L. Ryan, 1993 
Quality assurance in higher education: a global tour of practice and resources 
M. Peace Lenn, 1993 
Quality assessment in higher education: issues and concerns 
I.Whitman, 1993 
Quality assurance: issues and policy implications 
L. Vlãsccanu, 1993 
The Lost profession 
R. Barnett; R. Middlehurst, 1993 
60 
Educational policy and economic policy: the case of Southern Italy 
R. Moscati; E. Pugliese, 1993 
The Expansion of education in Eastern Europe: a regional view 
T. Kozma, 1993 
Higher education and the world of work: an overview 
M. Kogan; J. Brennan, 1993 
UNESCO: current policies, research and programmes on assessment 
V. Chinapah; Q. Khan, 1993 
Financial management in education 
J.R. Hough; C. Tibi, 1993 
Education for all: status and trends, 2; Basic education, population and 
development 
1994 
Higher education staff development: directions for the twenty-first century 
1994 
Education and the survival of small indigenous cultures 
G.R. Teasdale, 1994 (also available in French and Spanish) 
Higher education in Yemen: development of two new universities at Hadramaut 
and Taizz 
Glower, D.; Jennings, E.; Morcos, S.; Kamal, M.; Hijazi, S. 1994 
Basic education for all: the Afghan experience; conceptual framework and 
strategies; 
Allen, John, 1994 
Coping With Crisis: Austerity, Adjustment and Human Resources 
J. Samoff, 1995 
Education, Adjustment and Reconstruction: Options for Change 
F. Reimers and L. Tiburcio, 1993 
Education for AH (Volumes I, II, III) 
S.M. Haggis, P. Fordman and D. Windham, 1993 
Equity in the Classroom: Towards an Effective Pedagogy for Girls and Boys 
P. F. Murphy and CV. Gipps (eds.), 1996 
International Education in the University 
J. Calleja (ed.), 1994 
Learning: The Treasure Within 
Report to UNESCO of the International Commission on Education for the Twenty-
first Century, 1996 
The University as an Institution Today 
A.B. Cabal, 1994 
Monitoring Learning Achievement: Towards Capacity-building 
V. Chinapah, 1998 
61 
Assessing Learning Achievement 
J. Izard, 1992 
Education in the Least Developed Countries: Advancing in Adversity, 1998 
Gender Differences in Learning Achievement: Evidence from cross-national Studies, 
1996 
Innovations for Large Classes: A Guide for Teachers and Administrators 
J.Valerien, 1991 
Interpreting International Comparison of Student Achievement 
H. Goldstein, 1995 
National Languages in Teacher Training in Africa 
J. Poth, 1995 
A New Partnership: Indigenous Peoples and the United Nations System 
J.P.Zinsser, 1995 
Recent Trends in the Development of Educational Psychology: Chinese 
and American Perspectives, 1995 
Reforming Schools: What Have We Learnt? 
H. Connell, 1996 
Early Intervention and Culture: Preparation for Literacy 
L. Eldering and P. Leseman (eds.), 1993 
A Sourcebook for Literary Work: Perspective from the Grassroots 
H. S. Bhola, 1994 
Through a Glass, Darkly: Functional Illiteracy in Industrialised Countries 
J.Vélis, 1990 
Thinkers on Education, 1997 
Essentials of Educational Psychology 
L. Duric, 1990 
World Conference on Higher Education: Summary of the World Declaration on 
Higher Education for the Twenty-first Century, 1998 
Framework for Priority Action for Change and Development of Higher 
Education, 1998 (also available in French) 
Higher Education in the Twenty-First Century: Challenges and Tasks Viewed in 
the Light of Regional Conferences, 1998 (also available in French) 
Adult Education in a Polarising World, 1997 
Education for AH: The year 2000 Assessment; Technical Guidelines, 1998 
Russia: Blues and Reform, 1998 
The African Virtual University Project: The Case of Kenyatta University 
M.N. Juma, 1998 
62 
Increasing Access to Higher Education: The Experience of the Open University 
of Tanzania 
G. Mmari, 1998 
The Right to Higher Education and Equal Opportunity Particularly for Women: 
The Major Challenge of Our Time 
L.P. Makhubu 1996 (also available in French) 
Increasing Access and Equity in Higher Education: gender issues 
P.M. Mlama, 1998 (also available in French) 
Academic freedom and university autonomy, 1998 
Financing higher education in Africa 
R. D.D. Blair, 1998 (also available in French) 
Management of higher education with special reference to financial management 
in African universities 
B. C. Sanyal, M. Martin, 1998 (also available in French) 
Financing higher education and partnership with production and service sectors 
Ernest H. Wright, 1998 (also available in French) 
Management of higher education with a special reference to Nigeria 
P. Okcbukola, 1998 (also available in French) 
Quality of training and research in higher education 
H. J. Mosha, 1998 (also available in French) 
Quality of higher education: conceptions, contestations and comments 
N. Cloctc, 1998 (also available in French) 
Quality of higher education in Francophone Africa 
O. Dia, 1998 (also available in French) 
Relevance of higher education: the point of view of the world of work 
P. N. Fall, 1998 (also available in French) 
The Role of the university in the education sector 
L. Goma, 1998 (also available in French) 
Non-formal higher education 
Obanya, Pai, 1998 (also available in French) 
African universities and globalisation 
S. Niang, 1998 (also available in French) 
The Role of higher education in developing a culture of peace in Africa 
G. Mohamedbhai, 1998 (also available in French) 
Preparing for a sustainable future: higher education and sustainable human 
development: thematic debate 
H. van Ginkel, 1998 (also available in French) 
Women and higher education: issues and perspectives 
1998 (also available in French) 
63 
Promoting a culture of peace: thematic debate 
Pcttigrew, L. 1998 (also available in French) 
Mobilizing the power of culture: thematic debate 
R. Nettleford, 1998 (also available in French and Spanish) 
Enseignement supérieur en Afrique: réalisations, défis et perspectives 
UNESCO Regional Office for Education in Africa (Senegal), 1998 
Expérience dans l'organisation multiculturelle: l'université Babes-Bolyai 
A.Marga, 1998 
L'Université multiculturelle 
M.Woitrin, 1998 
Les Universités multinationales dans le monde moderne et leur mission 
V.M. Filippov, 1998 
La Réaction de l'enseignement supérieur hollandais à un environnement 
multiculturel 
De Bie, Marloes; De Weert, Egbert, 1998 
Le Rôle de l'université dans le dialogue des cultures: des perspectives Bulgares 
PMakariev, 1998 
The Education Forum's literacy-numeracy program 
C. Sipin, 1996 
The Requirements of the world of work: thematic debate 
U. Teichler, 1998 (also available in French and Spanish) 
Higher education and research: challenges and opportunities; thematic debate 
D. Akyeampong, 1998 
The Contribution of higher education to the education system as a whole: 
thematic debate 
P. Hughes, 1998 
Contributing to national and regional development: thematic debate 
J. Goddard, 1998 (also available in French and Spanish) 
From traditional to virtual: the new information technologies; thematic debate 
D. Oilo, 1998 (also available in French and Spanish) 
Higher education in the Caribbean 
UNESCO Institute for Higher Education in Latin America and the Caribbean 
(Venezuela) 1998 
Higher education in Africa: achievements, challenges and prospects 
UNESCO Regional Office for Education in Africa (Senegal), 1998 
Linking total literacy to universal elementary education 
A. Rampai, 1996 
Education management profile: Uzbekistan, 1998 
64 
Education management profile: Thailand, 1998 
Developing a non-formal education and literacy database in the Asia-Pacific 
region: final report, 1998 
National strategies and regional co-operation for the 21st century; proceedings 
of the Regional Conference on Higher Education, 1998 
Institutional evaluation and academic quality: resistance and building 
H.Trindade, 1998 
The Virtual university; La Universidad virtual, 1998 
The State's role in the evaluation of university quality: the case of Argentina 
C. Marquis, 1998 
Evaluation and accreditation of Latin American higher education: reasons, 
achievements, challenges and proposals 
R. Kent Serna, VV. Dc Vries, 1998 
The University as a basic support for the efforts of the region aimed at business 
competitiveness, 1998 
Higher education and the system as a whole 
UNESCO Regional Office for Education in Latin America and the Caribbean (Chile) 
1998 
The Transformation of universities on the threshold of the XXI century 
M. Crespo, 1998 
Alternatives for higher education in view of the possible scenarios in the region: 
some observations for the decision 
R.Arocena, 1998 
UNESCO and education in Latin America and the Caribbean, 1987-1997 
UNESCO Regional Office for Education in Latin America and the Caribbean, 1998 
Commitment to education 
UNESCO Regional Office for Education in Latin America and the Caribbean, 1998 
Monitoring progress towards education for all: a methodological guidebook 
UNESCO Principal Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (Thailand), 1998 
Higher education in transition economies in Asia 
UNESCO Principal Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (Thailand), 1998 
Benchmarking in higher education: a study conducted by the Commonwealth 
Higher Education Management Service, 1998 
Tradition, modernity and postmodernity in comparative education 
V. Mascmann, A. Welch, 1997 
Le Redoublement à l'école: une maladie universelle? 
J.J.Paul, 1997 
65 
Problems of illiteracy in a literate developing society: Sri Lanka 
C. Gunawardena, 1997 
Development education revisited: the New Zealand experience 
D. Small, 1997 
Exporting the European idea of a national language: some educational implica-
tions of the use of English and indigenous languages in the Philippines 
J.J. Smolicz and Nical Illuminado, 1997 
Implementing basic education: an African experience 
K Banya;J. Elu, 1997 
Interculturality and intercultural education: a challenge for democracy 
S.Aikman, 1997 
Girls' access to education in a developing country 
H. Geissir.ger, 1997 
Challenges to comparative education: between retrospect and expectation 
W. Mitter, 1997 
Understanding the concept of education for all: notes on educational research 
methods 
J. Maratos, 1997 
The World Bank and the literacy question: orthodoxy, heresy and ideology 
PW. Jones, 1997 
Access to schooling in a post-apartheid South Africa: linking concepts to context 
AlFataar, 1997 
Education, democracy and colonial transition: the case of Hong Kong 
M. Bray, W.O. Lee, 1997 
Education, democracy and development in Latin America 
C.A. Gomes, 1997 
Educational quality and the crisis of educational research 
S.P. Heyneman, 1997 
Schooling in modern Europe: exploring major issues and their ramifications 
T. Husén, 1997 
The Policy of school autonomy and the reform of educational administration: 
Hungarian changes in an East European perspective 
G. Halász, 1997 
Visions of educational development in the post-socialist era 
J. Kotásek, 1997 
Education, democracy and development in a period of revolutionary change 
W. Mitter, 1997 
66 
UNESCO's mobilising project to combat illiteracy: igniting the spirit of exchange 
P.Silva, 1994 
Education for development and peace: valuing diversity and increasing opportu-
nities for personalised and group learning, 1996 
Informatics for primary education: recommendations, 1997 
Basic education in Sri Lankan prisons 
D.S. Senanayake, 1995 
Doing things differently: a holistic approach to prison education 
T. West, 1995 
Education through arts in penitentiary institutions in the Netherlands 
J. Holdtgrcfc, 1995 
Prison education in Botswana 
K. Frimpong, 1995 
Basic education in prisons in China 
YangYuguan, 1995 
Education of children and young people with autism 
R.Jordan, 1997 
Education in prison 
ACosman, 1995 
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APPENDIX II 
International Educational Databases and Bibliographies 
OECD 
1 Education at a Glance 
Education at a Glance is the product of the OECD INES project on international 
education indicators. The indicators provide regularly updated information on the 
organisation and operation of education systems in the OECD countries. Education 
at a Glance is published annually. 
UNESCO 
2 Catalogue of UNESCO Documents and Publications in Education 
The Catalogue contains the bibliographical references of documents and publications 
which are recent or still valid, produced under the various UNESCO programmes in 
the field of education. In addition, leading documents and publications produced by 
the Regional and Sub-regional offices and by UNESCO affiliated Bureaux, Institutes 
and Centres arc also included in the Catalogue. 
3 Population Education in the Asia and Pacific Region 
This bibliography consists of records focusing on population education, communication 
and related topics. More specifically, it deals with formal and non-formal population edu-
cation; policies, management, curriculum and instructional materials development; train-
ing, research and evaluation; classroom teaching and training methodologies in population 
education; strategics, policies, management, materials development, training research and 
evaluation in population communication; population and different aspects of quality of life 
such as environment, food, health, housing, education, employment, transportation, de-
velopment, etc.; demography and population dynamics; and family and sex education 
4 Educational Facilities 
The EDFAC bibliography includes references of world-wide literature on education-
al facilities and school buildings. It has been published since 1960. The bibliography 
includes UNESCO publications or documents as well as technical manuals, guides, 
dictionaries etc. which arc produced by specialised publishers. 
The EDFAC Database was created in 1981. A thesaurus, created exclusively for the 
database has also been developed. It comprises terms taken from education, architec-
ture, town planning, and construction and includes some 2500 descriptions. 
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5 Education for AIDS Prevention 
The main function of ASERC (AIDS School Education Resource Centre) operates as 
part of the Documentation and Information Service of the Education Sector at 
UNESCO. Its main function is to collect, analyse, produce and disseminate various 
educational materials and documents on the prevention of AIDS, coming from various 
regions of the world. 
6 IAUDOC: A Bibliographical Database of Higher Education 
The IAU/UNESCO Information Centre on Higher Education was created in 1989 
through a formal agreement between the International Association of Universities 
(IAU) and UNESCO. 
An important part of the IAUDOC data is incorporated in the International Biblio-
graphical Database on Higher Education (HEDBIB) which also integrates references 
coming from several other bibliographical databases on higher education world-wide, 
mainly from UNESCO and its specialised regional offices and the Educational 
Resources Information Centre (ERIC) in the United States. 
The Centre is also involved with the UNESCO World Guide to Higher Education and 
other major IAU publications, the Quarterly Journal Higher Education Policy, and the 
series issues in Higher Education. 
7 World Education Database 
WAD publishes three reference publications, namely the international Handbook of 
Universities, the World List of Universities and the World Academic Database CD-
ROM which are international guides to education systems, institutions and organisa-
tions. 
8 International Bibliographical Database on Higher Education (HEDBIB) 
This database integrates references from various other databases on higher education 
world-wide, mainly from UNESCO and its specialised regional offices and the Edu-
cational Resource Information Centre (ERIC) in the United States. 
9 Selected Bibliographical References on Education 
The references contained in this file cover all the documentation on education pub-
lished since 1972. That includes the documents of the General Conference and the Ex-
ecutive Board, documents in the 'main' and 'working' series, reports, documents and 
publications of the regional offices and other Field Units, as well as UNESCO publi-
cations. 
It also includes articles on a variety of aspects of education published in UNESCO's 
major periodicals, articles that have appeared in the main periodicals published by the 
Regional Offices and other Field Units, and documents and publications on education, 
published by other international organisations of the United Nations system. 
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10 Institutions and Organisations Involved in the Field of Special Education 
The Directory includes reference information on governmental, non-governmental, 
and intergovernmental organisations, documentation centres, periodicals, publishers, 
research centres, resource centres, training institutions for personnel and teachers, uni-
versities and others, involved in the field of special education. 
Information for each institution includes: type, name and address of the institution, 
main fields of competence, working languages and publications. 
11 Technical and Vocational Institutions 
This Directory, associated to UNESCO's UNEVOC International Project on Techni-
cal and Vocational Education, is dedicated to the development and improvement of 
technical and vocational Education in Member States. Its focus is on information 
exchange, networking and other methods of international co-operation. 
12 Study Abroad 
Study Abroad has been published since 1948 and aims to encourage the international 
exchange of students. It is a substantial database containing information concerning 
institutions which provide post-secondary education and training in all academic and 
professional fields in about 200 countries. The database provides information on 
scholarships and financial assistance, university-level courses, entry-level upgrading 
and short-term courses, training courses, extra-mural and other continuing education 
programmes, student employment possibilities, and in some instances, information on 
families for the disabled. 
13 Directory of Technical Co-operation Projects 
For over 30 years UNESCO has been involved in supporting the implementation of 
technical co-operation projects in education. These projects, bearing on the various 
key aspects of education and financed by multiple sources of funding, are briefly de-
scribed in the Directory. The information for each project includes the Title, Code, 
Source of Funding, Region concerned, Budget, Executing sector/unit, Name of project 
officer, status of project, duration, Institutional framework, Objectives/Outputs. 
Whenever possible, photographs specifically referring to key projects are associated 
to their summary description. 
14 Institutions Participating in the Associated Schools Project 
Launched in 1953, UNESCO's Associated Schools Project was established to reinforce 
the role of education in helping prepare children and young people to deal effectively with 
present and future challenges, involving institutions from nursery schools to teacher train-
ing institutions. The project is designed to have a multiplier effect through the diffusion 
of information, at the local, national and international levels, on innovations developed 
and their possible incorporation in the mainstream of education systems. 
Activities bear on four main topics: world issues and the role the United Nations sys-
tem can play in dealing with them; human rights and democracy; intercultural educa-
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tion; and concern for the environment. The ASP also encourages and facilitates school 
twinning and partnerships both within and between countries. 
15 The International Standard Classification of Education (ISCED) 
ISCED was designed in the early 1970s in order to serve as 'an instrument suitable for 
assembling, compiling and presenting statistics of education both within individual 
countries and internationally'. UNESCO's data-collection programme is adjusted to 
the standards ISCED provides and Member States are invited to apply them in the re-
porting of education statistics so as to increase their international comparability. To 
this end, an operational manual, aimed at giving guidance on the interpretation and 
practical application of ISCED 1997 is being prepared. The current classification, 
known as ISCED 1997, covers primarily two cross-classification variables: levels and 
fields of education. 
16 Perspectives on World Literacy: A Selected Bibliography (IBEDATA) 
A selected world bibliography assisting the efforts for world-wide literacy. 
17 INNODATA: The Databank of Educational Innovations compiled by IBE 
INNODATA was created in 1993 and is aimed at educational policy-makers, admin-
istrators, practitioners and researchers. It is designed as a tool to assist in the identifi-
cation and monitoring of new experiences and approaches in education and to promote 
the exchanges ofinformation regarding educational change. 
The focus of the databank is on descriptions of educational innovations at primary and 
secondary levels of education in the IBE's priority areas of curriculum, teaching meth-
ods and teacher education. In addition, innovations in educational administration and 
planning are also included if they impact on the above areas. 
Entries in the databank describe initiatives within the formal education system al-
though some informal innovations are also included especially regarding efforts to 
bridge the gap between the formal and non-formal sectors. A broad definition has been 
given to "educational innovation" within the data selection process, the emphasis be-
ing on initiatives which are new within a specific sub-regional, national, local or in-
stitutional context even if familiar in other settings. There arc also a number of entries 
describing multicultural/intercultural education, education for citizenship and human 
rights and international understanding and peace. 
Innovations included in the databank have been identified from national reports and 
questionnaires, journals of education and newsletters as well as contributions by in-
dividuals and institutions working in the field of education and information. INNO-
DATA attempts to follow a pattern that allows methodical approach to the study of 
the change process and, through modern technological means, to provide an effec-
tive and comprehensive dissemination of the information so collected and regularly 
updated. 
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18 The IBE Education Thesaurus 
The UNESCO IBE education thesaurus provides a basic terminology for the analysis 
of educational data at the international level. The Thesaurus is a tool for indexing and 
retrieving data about educational documentation recorded in an electronic database 
(English, French, Spanish and Portuguese versions available). 
19 World Data on Education 
This databank contains the full text of education systems profiles mainly based on the 
information contained in the country reports presented at the International Conference 
on Education organised by IBE on a biennial basis. Presented on a common structure, 
with the view to facilitate the comparative analysis of education systems, it contains 
information about 110 national education systems. The information provided includes 
inter alia, principles and objectives of education systems, their current priorities and 
concerns, governing laws and regulations, internal structure and organisation, admin-
istration, management and financing and so on (available on CD-ROM and the Inter-
net). 
20 UNESCO Statistical Yearbook 
The Statistical Yearbook is a major UNESCO reference book available in three lan-
guages (English, French, and Spanish). Key statistical information on education and 
educational expenditure is included along with information on science, technology, 
culture and communication in almost 200 countries. 
Council of Europe 
21 EUDISED (European Documentation and Information System for 
Education) 
EUDISED is a database covering current or recent research on education in 34 Euro-
pean countries. National authorities provide the information, which is intended to help 
educationalists and policy-makers in decision-making. EUDISED is indexed using a 
multilingual instrument, the European Education Thesaurus (previously known as the 
EUDISED Thesaurus). 
22 European Education Thesaurus 
The European Education Thesaurus is a multilingual index for use by Documentation 
Centres. The development, planning and production of the Thesaurus are undertaken 
jointly by the Council ofEurope and the European Commission as the Thesaurus also 
serves the Commission's EYRIDICE Network. 
The Thesaurus allows the detailed description of documents' conceptual content and 
facilitates their retrieval from storing systems, either electronic of manual. It is de-
signed for use by researchers, teachers, administrators and policy-makers alike and is 
useful to anybody with an interest in information on education. It is produced in all 
European Union languages (Danish, Dutch, English, Finnish, French, German, Greek, 
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Italian, Portuguese, Spanish, and Swedish) although other versions have also appeared 
(such as Slovenian, Turkish, and Russian). 
Specialised vocabularies have been devised in an attempt to ensure the Thesaurus's 
compatibility with other similar endeavours, such as the CEDEFOP's Thesaurus. 
23 A Common European Framework of Reference for Language Learning 
The Council of Europe develops a comprehensive, transparent and coherent Frame-
work of reference for the description of language learning and teaching at all levels. It 
is designed to provide a basis for the international comparison of objectives and qual-
ifications, thus facilitating personal and professional mobility, and to provide a valu-
able tool for policy-making in member states. The framework is not intended to pro-
mote any single system of, or approach to, language teaching but to provide a 
comprehensive framework which will help practitioners to situate and direct their ex-
ercise of options and to inform each other accordingly in a transparent and coherent 
way. 
24 European Language Portfolio 
The Council of Europe is currently developing a Language Portfolio to record positive 
evidence of learner's achievements and learning experiences (including significant in-
tercultural contact). The portfolio is designed to encourage the learning of a range of 
languages and promote personal development in relation to tolerance for others and 
'learning to learn' in a lifelong learning perspective. 
100 
European Commission 
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